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Hebron deal delayed again j Electoral draft law 
after rampage by Israeli soldier faces legal wranglings 

nfnn/ui «ii r. __ _ ! ft 4 A 


HEBRON, West Bank—Israel 
clamped a curfew Wednesday 
on the center of Hebron after 
an Israeli soldier spraved bul¬ 
lets at Arabs in a Hebron mar¬ 
ket earlier that day. wounding 
11 in an attempt to sabotage 
the imminent handover of the 
West Bank town to Palestinian 
rule. 

But after an initial noon 
meeting between Palestinian 
and Israeli officials was post¬ 
poned, senior PLO and Israeli 
officials announced that a 
meeting will take placeWed- 
nesday evening between Israeli 
Defense Minister Yitzhak Mor- 
dechai and chief PLO negotia¬ 
tor Mahmoud Abbas at the 
home of US ambassador to 
Israel Martin Indyic to try to 
close a deal on Hebron despite 
the shooting attack by an 
Israeli soldier in Hebron. 

One Palestinian aide 
announced that the meeting is 
aimed at trying to finalize the 
remaining oustanding issues 
and to prepare for a summit 
meeting between President 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 


The off-duty sol¬ 
dier. wearing the 
skullcap of a religious 
Jew. emptied the clip 
of his M-J6 automatic 
rifle into the crowded 
produce market 
before other soiiders 
overpowered him. 
witnesses said. Israeli 
security sources iden¬ 
tified the gunman as 
Noam Friedman from 
the Maale Adumim 
settlement near 
Jerusalem. 

Netanyahu con¬ 
demned the shooting 
in a call to Arafat and 
vowed to implement 
their peace deals, an 
aide to Arafat said. 

On Tuesday Israeli 
and Palestinian nego¬ 
tiators said they had 
completed their work 
on an agreement for 



Israeli soldiers in Hebron: Keeping the peace ? 


Israel’s 

withdrawal from most of Heb¬ 
ron and that another meeting 
between Netanyahu and Arafat 
was required to close a deal. 

Officials from both sides 
said they hoped the two leaders 


would meet Wednesday night 
at the Erez border crossing, but 
after an all-night budget fight 
in Parliament, Netanyahu said 
early Wednesday that a summit 
had yet to be scheduled. 

US mediator Dennis Ross, 


Israeli fair gives anti-peace 

cause to unite 


front 


By Raed A! Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
THE ANTl-normalization con¬ 
stituency in Jordan has been 
expanding. ” Despite the two- 
year-old peace treaty between 
Jordan and Israel, the relations 
between the two parties, at 
least on the popular level, 
remain tense to say the least 
But most of all. the rise in the 
anti-normalization bloc has 
managed to stem down the 
activity of the pro-peace camp. 

The 6 January Israeli trade 
fair in Amman is providing a 
precious opportunity for the 
opposition to unite the different 
Jordanian sectors on a united 
rejectionisl platform. 

It is the first time since peace 
was reached between the two 
countries that a consensus was 
reached under the slogan of 
“killing the Israeli- industry 
show.” 

All political parties—1I- 
opposition and eight-centrist 
parties excluding A1 Ahd 
party—are unanimous in their 
opposition of holding the 
planned expo, organized by a 
private Jordanian company. 
Popular figures, labor and 
women unions, professional 
associations, deputies, the 
chambers of commerce and 
industry, and businessmen 
associations have all joined 
forces to stifle the fair. 

Eversince plans for its hold¬ 
ing were announced last 
November, the Israeli expo 
attracted massive popular 
anger. The protest soon spread 
to almost all parts in the 
>ro. ... 

e campaign is being led 
the Jordanian National 
Committee for the Cancelation 
of die Israeli Trade Fair. About 
30 popular organizations are 
represented on the committee 


• •. 



Obiedat (right), Kamhawi (left) during press conference 


by 


which is headed by ex-prime 
minister Mr Ahmad Obiedat, a 
respected Jordanian public 
figure. 

Since early last December 
committee members continued 
to meet extensively to mobilize 
support. The committee agreed 
to hold demonstrations and 
blacklist participants, local 
journalists or anyone who has 
anything to do with the fair. 
Arab political parties, who had 
their conference in Amman last 
month, also denounced the fair. 

The proposed fair, which is 
sponsored by several Israeli 
government institutions, is 
being organized by Jordanian 
businessman Fakhri A1 Nasser, 
manager of the International 
and National Expo Corp. In 
spite of mounting public 
protest, AJ Nasser is pushing 
hard to convene die four-day 
show. Opponents of the fair 


believe that Al Nasser is only a 
front, suggesting that there are 
influential Jordanian personali¬ 
ties who are behind the event 

“There is a bunch of ignoble 
politicians who are behind this 
exhibition.” Mr Obiedat told a 
press conference early this 
week. The holding of this fair 
in Amman is “an impudent 
challenge and an insult to the 
feelings of the overwhelming 
majority of Jordanians and 
Arabs, not to mention the enor¬ 
mous damage it would have on 
our national economy and 
industry." 

For its part the government 
is giving the popular opposition 
the cold shoulder. It is censor¬ 
ing their activities and is refus¬ 
ing to allow them official 
media coverage through TV 
and radio. However, the gov- 


Continued on page 2 


who has shuttled between 
Washington and the Middle 
East for months to forge an 
agreement, and Egyptian "Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak's top 
adviser. Ossama Baaz. are 
expected lo oversee a signing 
ceremony after a Netanyahu- 
Arafai summit. 

“All of the elements of a deal 
are on the table, but they await 
the Final approval of the leaders 
of both tsides).” confirmed a 
US official familiar with the 
negotiations. 

Just before Wednesday's 
attack. Israeli and Palestinian 
officials said they had finalized 
the terms for an Israeli rede¬ 


ployment from about SO per- j 
cent ot Hebron, with the city's ! 
Jewish enclaves and the I bra- j 
him) Mosque, a holy site to 
Muslims and Jews, remaining 
under Israeli protection. ) 

Ross continued to meet sep- ! 
arately with Netanyahu and 
Arafat on a few outstanding 
issues, most of them regarding 
further compliance with the 
framework Oslo peace accords. 

"The agreement on Hebron 
has been concluded.” said 
Abdel Razak Yahvah. a mem¬ 
ber of the Palestinian negotiat¬ 
ing team. "The problem is what 
comes after Hebron. Wc are 
still discussing other outstand¬ 
ing issues such as further rede¬ 
ployments and (the release of 
Palestinian) prisoners." 

One issue that still could sty¬ 
mie a signing, however, is the 
Palestinian demand that an 
Israeli-Palestinian mobile mili¬ 
tary unit be allowed to patrol 
near the Ibrahimi Mosque. 
Israel docs not want Palestinian 
police near the site, believed to 
be the burial place of the Bibli¬ 
cal patriarchs Abraham. Isaac 
and Jacob. 

Ross tried to get the two 
leaders to meet and initial an 
agreement Tuesday night. Ara¬ 
fat reportedly agreed, but 
Netanyahu was tied up in par¬ 
liament to ensure that the right- 
wing and religious parties in 
his government coalition 
would vote for his 1997 auster¬ 
ity budget. 


in Parliament 


Continued on page 2 


By Hamdan Al Hajj 

Scar Staff Writer 
IN ITS meeting on Monday, the 
11 -member Legal Committee of 
the Lower House returned to the 
government the temporary 
"one-man. one-vote" electoral 
draft law. The Committee was 
split over the issue. Five mem¬ 
bers rejected the law. while 
another five endorsed iL But the 
casting vote was to IAF deputy 
Ibrahim Zeid Al Kilani. bead of 
the committee, who voted to 
return the law to the 
government. 

Such an action is now the 
talk of legislators and legal 
experts who are arguing that to 
send die draft law back to die 
government would imply its 
rejection. But that is not all. it is 
argued that the return of the 
draft Jaw effectively means that 
the present Lower House is 
“unconstitutional” and that all 
its legislations and decisions are 
questionable. 

But such an argument is com¬ 
plicated by the' fact that the 
Lower House is seen as die ulti¬ 
mate arbiter. 

Al Kilani pointed out that the 
Lower House can either accept, 
reject or amend recommenda¬ 
tions from House committees. 
If committee decisions are 
rejected then this means that the 
House has automatically 
approved draft laws, in this 
case, the temporary one-man. 


After a tough year, AFM 
head expects growth in 1997 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Suff Writer 
DESPITE THE fact that the 
beginning of 1996 was promis¬ 
ing for Amman Financial Mar¬ 
ket (AFM), this was not to be 
for long. The official index 
decreased from its highest 158- 
poini level to 151-153 points at 
year's end. This represented a 
falling trend that prevailed in 
die market since June 1993. At 
that time, the official indicator 
was at its peak encouraged by 
the so-called dividends of 
peace and the Jortianian-Israeli 
treaty. 

The growing setbacks in the 
peace process because of 
Israel's hardline policies, par¬ 
ticularly on the Jordanian and 
Palestinian tracks, left a nega¬ 
tive influence on the AFM. 
Instead of moving to pump 
funds into the market, dealers 
became extremely nervous. 

Undoubtedly, any negative 
political developments on the 
peace track is likely to affect 
the AFM. Political fluctuation 
turns trading on the AFM into a 
son of gambling. 

But analysts continue to 
argue otherwise. They believe 
that any change in dealings on 
the AFM is caused by internal 
rather than external factors. 

When the AFM index 
recorded its lowest levels last 
June at 136 points, dealers 


attributed this lo the 
Central Bank of Jor¬ 
dan's (CBJ) policy 
to increase interest 
rates. something 
which led to a sharp 
fall in share prices. 

"The AFM is sen¬ 
sitive to a number of 
internal and external 
factors. Some of 
these are economic, 
while others are 
political." the AFM 
Director General, Mr 
Wahib Al Shaer told 
The Star. 

The high interest 
rate has a negative 
impact on stock 
prices, causing them 
to decline, while 
failure in the peace 
process will also 
effect the market. 

The CBJ has the 
legal right to adopt 



Al Shaer 


what it 


regards as a proper policy to 
protect the value of the dinar. 
The bank has adopted a strat¬ 
egy to raise the interest rates to 
achieve such a goal. AI Shaer 
continued to say that the CBJ 
admits that this will lead to 
lower share prices, hut it has to 
maintain the value of the dinar. 

"Our right is to protect 
investors in the market, and we 
don't interfere in CBJ policies, 
this is the plurality of modem 
society, to have different poli¬ 


cies and objectives which func¬ 
tion together,'' he added. 

"The hardline policy of the 
Israeli government under Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu has shattered 
all expectations to revive the 
economy and activate the 
AFM. This policy has given 
way to tension, uncertainty and 
insecurity which harm invest¬ 
ment and trade," he stressed. 

However, the AFM wit- 
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Russia’s famed winter footwear 
may be at end of the road 


By Clara Gennan* 

LA ruris-Washitigton Post News 
Service 
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■SysAnditri Guerman- 


ovich, a professor of Middle Eastern 
Studies at Moscow State University. 
He keeps a pair for winter walks. 

But the beloved valenki could be 
dying out, as a long line of disap¬ 
pointed customers found out last 
week when a local factory was nearly 
sold out after the first snow of the 
season. 

“If the traditional footwear dies, it 
won't be because there’s 
no demand for it,” says 
Viktor Timoshenko man¬ 
ager of the Horizon cora- 

& which owns three 
state-owned valenki 
factories in.Moscow. 

He says it will be 
because in Russia’s serious 
cash crunch, the factories 
can’t get the credit to 
finance production. With interest 
rales of 60 percent, factories can only 
affoiri to produce valenki for imme¬ 


diate cash. 

It’s a sad state for the footwear 
that survived for centuries almost 
unchanged as an icon of Russian win¬ 
ter culture. 

The babushka. Russia's stereotypi¬ 
cal grandmother, wouldn't be a 
babushka without the clumsy gait 
produced by a stiff pair of valenki. 

Ice fishermen, the solitary figures 
who dot the rural winterscapes across 
Russia, wouldn't stay warm long 
enough to hook a fish without them. 

Arctic explorers, traffic cops and 
fanners swear by them. 

A pair of cute little vaJcnki figure 
in every Russian childhood, their 
muttony smell of warm damp wool a 
nostalgia trigger throughout life. 

All servicemen have been taught 
the old art of lying insulating cloth 
on their;feet before stepping into reg¬ 
ulation-issue valenki. 

And every Russian knows this one 



Romancing the valenki in Russia 


famous verse from a 1940s Russian 
love song: "Valenki. Valenki, with 
holes, old ones. If 1 fixed them I d be 
able to visit my love” 

The traditional felt boot has no 


sole. It is a quarter-inch thickness of 
boiled, pounded and baked wool 
formed into a seamless kind of sock. 
A natural, heather-brown color, it is 
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A difficult decision awaits the House 


one-vote draft law becomes law. 

This is what the government 
wants because it would not have 
to resubmit a new draft law for 
discussion. 

Nevertheless, the government 
is adamant. Minister of Higher 
Education. Dr Abdullah Ensour. 
who is also the deputy premier, 
stressed that the government 
insists on the adoption of the 
one-man, one-vote law and will 
defend such measure. 

Despite this he agreed with 
Al Kilani’s view that the Lower 
House has the authority to either 
accept, reject or amend the elec¬ 
toral law. 

This stance is also given 
weight by Minister of Stale for 
Cabinet Affairs. Mohammed Al 
Thweib and iAF deputy Or bas- 
sam Al Omoush. 

However. AI Omoush said 
that the one-man. one-vote draft 
law is favored by the govern¬ 
ment because it was designed to 
reduce the size of Islamist 
deputies. 

But even if this was the case, 
then the 1993 elections, carried 
under the single vote system, 
are contradictory because it 
failed to prevent the election of 
22 opposition deputies. 

Both Islamic deputies. Dr 
Kilani and Al Omoush. hope 
that the government would be 
more democratic and take into 
account the wishes of people 


that the law has to be changed. 

They are calling on deputies 
to unite and reject the temporary 
election law and approve the 
Legislative Committee's 

decision. 

Some legislators believe that 
if the government has to provide 
a new elections law during this 
ordinary and last session, this 
will lead to the possibility of 
extending the term of the cur¬ 
rent Lower House. 

Accordingly, the period of 
the present House has to be 
extended to give the govern¬ 
ment enough time 10 approve a 
new election law in time for the 
new elections. 

If deputies approve the com¬ 
mittee recommendation. Ensour 
said the original draft jaw will 
be presented to - the Upper 
House, which in turn will also 
reject it. If this happens then a 
joint session of both Houses 
would have to be convened. 

The decision needs a two- 
third majority. If this happens, 
Ensour is confident that the 
draft law will be approved. 

The situation is critical for the 
Lower House, as deputies have 
to choose between two difficult 
options: approve the recommen¬ 
dation or rejectiL 

In any event the end result is 
likely lo lead to a renewed ten¬ 
sion between the Lower House 
and the government ■ 


Dennis Ross 



in the Middle East 


WITH 
appointment ' of 
Midtlrine L Alb¬ 
right, the last decade 
has sera four men 
and one woman as 
TJS - secretary of. 
state.. Bat through 
' Republican - and 
Democratic adminis¬ 
trations alike,, only 
one person has acted 
as point tnan tor 
arguably the most 
demanding : and 

politically, treacher¬ 
ous. foreIgn-poBcy 
issue—the Arab- 
Isr&eif peace pro¬ 
cess. And Derads B. 
Ross,- 48, not only. 
has survived, be has. 
thrived on the job. 
Indeed, his Influence, 
has never been 
greater than it is 
today. 


... BySbchardB.Straus. . 

Special to the Los Angeles Times 
THE 
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biodiversity 


By ManaJ Omar 

S/ur Staff Writer 


LAST WEEK, a workshop was held to dis¬ 
cuss what United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) Resident Representative. 
Jorgen Lissner. called a miracle. This was 
the saving of the Azraq Oasis. In 1977. the 
Azraq area was declared by international 
standards as a “ramsar site”, granting it 
international protection and the status of a 
reserve. By the end of 1993. the region 
was almost completely dry and the pros¬ 
pect for saving the oasis looked very dim. 


The Azraq oasis is an environmentally 
significant area both nationally and inter¬ 
nationally. It provided a freshwater habitat 
for an arid zone. Many exotic and threat¬ 
ened species in the world made their 
homes in Azraq. In addition, Azraq played 
a crucial role in the social and economic 
development of Jordan. In a country where 
water is scarce. Azraq was one of the few 
water surpluses in the country. The Jorda¬ 
nian municipalities pumped water to pro¬ 
vide areas in Amman and Zarqa with por¬ 
tions of the water supply. The locals used 
the water to irrisale and maintain their 
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izrg in 1993: A desolute dry oasis 






farms. At the same time, the exotic species 
serve as an attraction for tourists to Jordan. 

However, the pressing need to pump 
water eventually led to the emergence of 
immense dryness in the region. The A 2 raq 
basin was being used as a primary source 
of water for municipal and agricultural 
uses at an alarming rate of 50 million cubic 
meters per year. 

"This is twice the amount of water the 
basin can afford to lose." Ghaith Fariz. the 
project manager of the Azraq Oasis Con¬ 
servation Project (AOCP) told The Star. 
‘To stabilize the area, we should only be 
pumping approximately 25 million cubic 
meters per year." he added . 

The conservation project was estab¬ 
lished in the beginning of 1994 when 
because of pumping, the Azraq oasis 
appeared to be drying and indeed on the 
verge of disappearance. The Globa/ Envi¬ 
ronmental Facility (GIF; of the UNDP pro¬ 
vided AOCP with a $3 million grant. "The 
grant was provided so that we could reha¬ 
bilitate the Azraq oasis. The situation by 
the end of 1993 had almost brought its 
death." said Fariz. 

Currently, the AOCP's rehabilitation 
project constitutes only one-fifth of the 
projects they are concentrating on. In addi¬ 
tion. research and monitoring is done for 
agriculture, water projects, long-term 
water projects, and Environmental Impact 
Assessments (ElA). This is the first time 
that an ElA project has been set up in Jor¬ 
dan. "Our main aim is to draw detailed 
plaits for guidelines to show how we can 
handle natural water resources in the area. 
We want to use the lessons of Azraq as a 
precedent for future water basins," added 
Fariz. 

AOCP has been addressing the threat of 
the Azraq Oasis through many different 
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Azraq today is a flourishing oasis after muck care 


channels. "One of the unique things is that 
we are addressing the issue from a multi¬ 
dimensional angle. We work with the Min¬ 
istry of Water, Ministry of Municipalities 
and Environ menu the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature (RSCN). the 
University of Jordan, and the local popula¬ 
tion of Azraq." said Fariz. AOCP applies 
all forms of methods for monitoring, from 
the latest satellite technology to the indige¬ 
nous method of finding water with a stick. 
The monitoring and on-location research 
surveys help AOCP to determine and 
measure the effects of their intervention. 
Such studies leave no doubt that the inter¬ 
vention was indeed phenomenal. In a nvo- 
year period. AOCP was able to bring life 
in an area overshadowed with death. 
Through reverse pumping of water back 
into the oasis and water harvesting, AOCP 
was able to maximize the amount of water 
rehabilitation. Today, the water supply of 
Azraq oasis has been replenished to a 
healthy level. Wildlife has gradually 
returned and the situation has improved. 
Fariz added that "Three years ago our slo¬ 
gan was ‘save Azraq': today our slogan is 
'preserve Azraq'". The transition indicates 
that although they have succeeded in 
restoring pans of Azraq. the struggle to 


preserve the biodiversity of the wetlands 
has just begun. 

In addition to saving a pari of the Azraq 
oasis, the AOCP has served as a catalyst 
for the Society for the Friends of Azraq' 
which was formed by the locals. “This is. a 
responsibility for the community, Jorda¬ 
nian society, the government: It is a 
national issue. Friends of Azraq serves as a 
bridge between the environmental sector in 
Jordan and the locals.” said Fariz. 

Fariz proposes guidelines to the NGOs, 
government officials, and environmental 
experts in order to receive the necessary 
feer&acks. 

The international community has recog¬ 
nized AOCP’s outstanding efforts and 
labeled them as one of the success stories 
in the environmental struggle. Fariz. 
emphasizes that these efforts are just a 
start Only a portion of Azraq 'has been 
restored, and the threat still exists. The 
core of (he problem, which is water pump¬ 
ing, should be addressed. All efforts that 
have been made need to be maintained. 
AOCP has served as a pioneer in wetland 
conservation as well as a new base for Jor¬ 
danian water supply. Through maintaining 
their efforts and research this success story 
can produce many more miracles. ■ 


ir a tough year, AFM head 
expects growth in 1997 


Continued from page 1 

nessed positive developments 
after the government intro¬ 
duced a scries of economic leg¬ 
islations. These covered the 
new companies law. the can¬ 
cellation of capitalization tax 
and the new Investment Pro¬ 
motion Lav., 

"The Arab's capital share in 
the AFM is 32 percent. This 
includes governments, compa¬ 
nies and individuals working in 
the banking and industrial sec¬ 
tors." Al Shaer said. 

European investments in the 
AFM are estimated at 1.5 per¬ 
cent. In the past sir. months 
some European institutions 
have become active in huying 
and selling stocks at the 
market. 

"This is an indication of 
their growing interest and 1 
hope that their share will rise 


during 1997," Al Shaer 
maintained. 

Earlier this week, some Jap¬ 
anese investors showed inter¬ 
est in investing in the AFM. 
However, total dealings on the 
lost day of 199b were JD 
24S.5 million compared with 
JD 4i9 million in 1995. 

The official index closed at 
151 points, which is higher by 
14 percent than the June clos¬ 
ing level of 136 points, but it 
is’vtil! sc-i.cn points below the 
highest I7gure recorded early 
inT996. 

However, dealings at the 
AFM were reactivated after 
the implementation of the UN 
oil-for-food deal. Since 10 
December, the volume of trad¬ 
ing increased between four to 
five times and stock prices 
increased by four percent to 
five percent, and this is 
expected to continue during 


1997. added Al Shaer. who 
was also appointed a member 
of the Higher Ministerial Com¬ 
mittee for Privatization. 

He went on to say that Iraq 
remains the largest trading 
partner to Jordan, and it is nat¬ 
ural to expect that the oil-for- 
food formula will lead to more 
exports of Jordanian products 
to Iraq. 

“This is in addition to the 
use of the Aqaba port as the 
main transit point which will 
push the Jordanian economy 
and boost confidence in the 
market, with share prices 
expected to flourish and the 
movement of AFM enhanced." 


In 1996. the AFM witnessed 
major developments as its 
management drew up a new 
law to be approved by the cab¬ 
inet shortly. This is supposed 
to reinvigorate the activities of 


the market, basically separat¬ 
ing the regulatory function 
from the operational one. 

An agreement was signed 
with the Paris bourse for the 
automation of all procedures 
of trading in the exchange and 
the creation of an electronic 
central depository system for 
settlement and clearing share 
trading at the market. Al Shaer 
continued. 

"li is an ambitious project 
funded mainly by the French 
government (through a grant), 
we hope that ii will materialize 
by the end of 1997." he said. 

The management of the 
AFM has worked actively 
throughout last year to get the 
final approval of the Amman 
Municipality to construct its 
new premises. Related con¬ 
tracts are expected to be 
signed in Spring 1997 and the 
project is to be finished over 


i 8 months. 

Among the main objectives 
of the AFM in 1997 are the 
adoption of a code of ethics 
for brokers, the establishment 
of a unit inside the market to 
combat insider trading, provid¬ 
ing courses in English lan¬ 
guage for all AFM staff mem¬ 
bers and issuing a monthly 
newsletter. 

Also the AFM management 
plans to hold a conference in 
London, hosted by the United 
Bank of Switzerland (UBS), to 
attract more foreign invest¬ 
ments to Jordan. 

Lectures and seminars are 
scheduled on the 1997 agenda. 
These are expected to explain 
the nature, requirements and 
benefits of the publicly held 
companies listed on the AFM. 

“Also we are willing to 
coordinate with other institu¬ 
tions in Jordan to promote the 
use of bonds to finance invest¬ 
ment and cooperate with Arab 
exchanges for joint listing and 
other several stock-related 
activities." Al Shaer con¬ 
cluded. ■ 


Israeli fair gives 
anti-peace 


With our 

Vocation packages, 
A little money will 
take you 
a long way 


Discover America 
With 

Discover the World 
Marketing 



Hebron deal delayed 
again after rampage 


Continued from page 1 


Our packages 
include Airfare , 
hotel 

accommodations and 
car rental, exciting 
cities & locations, 
Orlando, Florida 
the Bahamas and 
many others. 



Enjoy a cruise, slip 
into Nassau harbor, 
the craddle of the 
Caribbean and the 
Dazzling capital of 
the Bahamas 


For details call 


world marketing 
at 694801/2 


PRCMICR CRUISC IIMCS 

tHtlld'S il FAMILY (Hist HI 11(11111' 


Discover the world marketing, a leader 
in holiday packages 


The prime minister appar¬ 
ently wanted to have the budget 
in his pocket before signing a 
Hebron agreement, which 
seven of his 18 cabinet mem¬ 
bers already have said they will 
not support. 

Netanyahu's Likud party has 
long opposed trading captured 
land for peace with the Pales¬ 
tinians, arguing that Eretz 
Israel—greater Israel—was 
central to Israeli security. The 
religious parties, in particular, 
do not want to give up Hebron, 
the second holiest city to Jews 
after Jerusalem, And Hebron's 
religious settlers adamantly 
oppose an Israeli redeployment. 

Under the interim peace 
agreement that the previous 
Labor government signed with 
the Palestinians in September 
1995, Hebron was to have 
been granted self-rule last 
March after six other West 
Bank cities were handed over 
to Arafat’s Palestinian 
Authority. 

Former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres delayed the 
redeployment after a series of 
suicide bombings that left 60 
dead, and then lost the Israeli 
national elections to Netan¬ 
yahu in May. The new Likud 
prime minister demanded 
changes that he said would 
provide better protection for 
the 450 Jews who live in the 
center of about 100,000 Pales¬ 
tinians. Mutual distrust and an 
armed clash between Palestin¬ 
ian police and Israeli soldiers 
last September bogged down 
the negotiations. 

In the end. Netanyahu’s 
Hebron • accord is more 
detailed than the one in the 
interim agreement, but it 
apparently differs little in 
substancei 

Israeli officials say the 
accord calls for a buffer zone 


around the Jewish enclaves in 
which Palestinian police will 
be restricted to carrying short- 
range weapons. 

It establishes that a joint 
Israeli-Palestiman unit will 
patrol the high ground over¬ 
looking the Jewish neighbor¬ 
hoods and (hat Palestinians 
will be prevented from sur¬ 
rounding the Jewish areas with 
high buildings. 

Shuhada Street, which runs 
from the center of Hebron past 
a Jewish housing complex to 
the Arab market next to 
another Jewish enclave, will 
be opened gradually over 
about four months. 

A few weeks ago. Israel 
gave up one of its principal 
demands—that it be allowed to 
re-enter Palestinian-control Jed 
areas if il felt such a move was 
necessary for security reasons. 
Negotiators decided this was 
covered by language in the 
existing agreements. 

An American letter is to 
accompany the Hebron accord 
guaranteeing that both sides 
will continue to comply with 
the broader peace accords. The 
details of this letter is what 
remains for Netanyahu and 
Arafat to agree on. 

The Palestinians want Israel 
to commit to dates for further 
redeployments and for a 
release of prisoners. They also 
want Israel to fulfill its prom¬ 
ise to allow a Palestinian air¬ 
port to open in the Gaza Strip 
and to open a road linking the 
Palestinian-ruled Gaza Strip 
and West Bank autonomous 


Continued from page 1 

emment 'reiterated its stand. 
“The government is not a party 
in this exhibition, there is a 
treaty between Jordan and 
Israel, which is the legal refer¬ 
ence for such issues,” Sgid Min¬ 
ister of Information-Dr Marwan 
A! Muasher recently. He added 
the opposition has the right to 
protest the fair as long as it is 
within the law. 

"The government cannot 
take a neutral position on issues 
of national interests. A govern¬ 
ment is there to protect the 
national interest of the country 
and not take a neutral position," 
said Dr Labib Kamhawi. a 
political commentator and the 
rapporteur of the committee. 
“The only way out of this mess 
is for the government to cancel 
the fair either directly or indi¬ 
rectly. If they have to do it 
directly they have their own 
ways and means to kill it, other¬ 
wise the reaction of the people 
will be massive," he added. 

“Despite the peace treaty 
such an idea is unacceptable, 
the peace treaty dose not force 
us to deal with the Israelis as it 
does nor prevent us from doing 
so." Vice President of the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
Wasif Azzar said. "Israel wants 
us to buy its goods while it 
does not want to buy our prod¬ 
ucts. and while it prevents us 
from exporting to Palestine." 

“What kind of cooperation 
they are talking about?” Mr 
Azzar said. "How can we coop¬ 
erate when Israel is intransigent 
and is derailing peace talks on 
all tracks?” 

What is interesting is that the 
Jordan Businessmen Associa¬ 
tion is to hold an economic con¬ 
ference for Arab businessmen 
in Amman on 6 January, the 
same day the Israeli expo is 
scheduled to open. The event 
will be the first Arab gathering 
of its kind. The conference 
aims at building bridges 
between Arab businessmen, 
and facilitating the movement 
of trade, industry and people. 

Tbe Jordanian Press Associa¬ 
tion (JPA'I released a statement 
demanding journalists to boy¬ 
cott the fair. “In the light of the 
national consensus to reject 
Israeli fair, and as long as Israel 
continues to violate Arab 
rights, escalate its criminal 
practices against the Palestinian 
people and continue its aggres¬ 
sion on south < Lebanon, the JPA 
asks journalists to boycott the 
fair,” a JPA statement said. 

A joint statement by the 
committee pointed out that the 
Jordanian Export Development 
and Commercial Centers Corp. 
(JEDCO), which gave the per¬ 
mission for the convening of 


the Israeli industry fair, had 
side-stepped members of the 
board, two-third of whom are 
represented by the chambers of 
commerce and trade. 

Tbe organizers claim that 
they received threats warning 
them not to hold the fair, yet 
they failed to identify those 
behind them. While denying 
any involvement in such an 
action, the anti-Israeli fair com¬ 
mittee said those who harm tbe 
feelings of people must expect 
such threats. Organizers were 
advised by the committee to go 
to court if they have evidence. 

Most Jordanian businessmen 
said they do not object to doing 
business with Israel but only 
after a comprehensive and just 
peace has been achieved. They 
said that cooperation with 
Israel at (his stage is premature 
because of its hegemony and 
violations that threaten tbe 
whole peace process in the 
region. 

The business sector is still 
resisting pressures practiced by 
the government and other inter¬ 
national economic circles to 
establish a regional economic 
council that will include the 
Israelis. 

They also expressed fears 
from the active Israeli invest¬ 
ments in the country, which 
will dominate fee Jordanian 
economy in the light of the 
ongoing privatization process. 

Members of the committee 
claimed that about six food and 
clothes factories dominated by 
Israeli companies are already 
operating in Jordan. They said 
that Israeli shares in these fac¬ 
tories range from 51 to. 65 per¬ 
cent. Most of feeir products are 
exported to Europe, the US and 
other countries and carry the 
label “Made in Israel." 

In addition to these factories 
there are contacts going on 
between Israeli businessmen 
and unnamed Jordanian part¬ 
ners to create two new ventures 
to manufacture computers and 
air conditioning units. 

Local economists, like Dr 
Munir Hamaraeh, believe that 
the Israeli business sector is 
exploiting the bad economic 
conditions in the country. Eco¬ 
nomic sources said that Israeli 
businessmen are creating funds 
to buy major shares in some 
slate-owned corporations, Tele¬ 
communications Co„ and oth¬ 
ers once these are offered to the 
public. 

Mr Obeidai asked Parlia¬ 
ment to disclose the issue of 
the Israeli penetration into the 
strategic industries like Potash 
and Phosphate companies. He 
said he will be ready to reveal 
ait the information related to 
that subject to Parliament ■ 


areas. 

Netanyahu wants Arafat to 
commit to disarming terrorists, 
cease all Palestinian Authority 
activities in Jerusalem, extra¬ 
dite wanted prisoners to Israel 
and assure Israel that it has 
overturned all clauses in the 
Palestine Liberation Organiza¬ 
tion covenant. ■ 
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Israeli consulate in Irbid 

■ The Israeli Foreign Ministry is studying the possibil¬ 
ity of openning up another Israeli consulate in irbid in 
reciprocation of a Jordanian consulate in Haifa. If it goes 
ahead this consulate would be the second in the King¬ 
dom as an Israeli consulate in Aqaba is planned 10 be 
opened any time now. A Jordanian consulate is also 
being planned to open at Eilat at the same time. Accord¬ 
ing to Akhbar El Esbou, the staff at the Israeli Embassy 
in Amman is expected to increase to as many as 30 peo¬ 
ple. whereas the number of diplomats at Jordan’s 
embassy in Tel Aviv is no more than seven. 

Fake dollars caught 

■ The anti-drugs squad caught about 800.000 forged 
American dollars. The squ3d became suspicious when a 
man of an Arab origin tried to exchange $540,000. After 
questioning, the man took police officers to his house 
where they found an extra $260,000 that were forgeries. 

This time it is the Ministry of Water 

■ Labour relations for the past three months have had its 
ups and downs culminating in the electricity workers 
strike. But besides that there has been more mundane 
day to day issues. Government workers, doctors, mid- 
wives, nurses and engineers have threatened ro strike 
over pay. unfair allowances and increments. The latest 
casualty is the Minister of Water and Irrigation. About 
458 workers are taking Minister Samir Qawar to court 
because he cancelled the “hardship allowance.” The min¬ 
ister has taken the decision to cancel the allowance early 
last month, something which the employees saw as 
going against the law. 

Weeklies face legal action 

■ Eight weeklies are being taken to court by the Univer¬ 
sity of Jordan (UJ) for publishing news which is not 
accurate about the Higher Studies Club of the l)J. These 
are Shilian, At BilatL Al Ahali, Al Mojd . Al Hadaih. At 
Jamahir and the now defunct newspaper Al Mashreq. 
The cheif editors of these weeklies were being ques¬ 
tioned by the Sweileh Prosecutor, Najeh Al Hamdan ear¬ 
lier last Saturday. Accomanying die editors were the 
President of the Jordan Press Association, Seif Al Sharif 
and his deputy Hilmi Al A^mar. 


JEA member held in Israeli jail 

■ The member of the Freedom Committee in the Jordan 
Engineers Association (JEA), Mr Hatera Istanbouli, is 
being held in Israeli custody in Jerusalem. He was 
picked up by the Mossad as he was returning to Jordan 
after visiting his family in the Occupied Territories last 
Thursday. Mr Istanbouli, a member of “Committee 
Against Normalization with the Zoinist Enemy” of the 
JEA is being held in the Al Maskoubieh prison in occu¬ 
pied Arab East Jerusalem. The Engineers Association in 
Amman are very angry and are appealing ro all local and 
Arab institutions to use all forms of pressure go force the 
Arab authorities to set Istanbouli free. 

Bread price decrease unjust, poll 
finds 

■ The bread price decrease that is expected to take 
effect early this month is considered unjust by most Jor¬ 
danians. TTiis is according to a poll made by the Jordan 
Consumer Protection Society. It found that 94.4 percent 
of those interviewed (that’s 1290 people out of 1364) 
said that in the light of the current decrease in interna¬ 
tional wheat prices, the government decision is still 
unjust The lowering of bread means that local (pitta) 
braid will now be sold at 170 Rls and 200 His for French 
bread. 

Mazen Al Masri retracts confession 

■ The trial of Mazen Al Masri. the man who allegedly 
murdered his two children, continues. Speaking for the 
first time uder oath. Al Masri retracted his earlier confes¬ 
sion m ade to police that he killed his children by giving 
fhem eynide tSrlets. He said that he was forced to make 
his confession to protect his wifer andI parents He men¬ 
tioned that the police threatened t^ttey wouid bnng m 
his wife and parents for questioning. In addition to that, 
!!« d that he invented a confession,“J was weak. d«-- 
Harare and distressed after being contmously questioned 
hiTauthorities and I had to invent a story [to cease] the 
during and threats ” he added. He told the court that 
KEJ his children and would do anything to protect 

Masri denied any knowledge of the cymde poi- 
found in his children’s stomachs. Confronted 
se "‘ n f hp f ^ sea ?iion charges that he faced martial ptob- 
^ lth constraints, which he previously con- 
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Publishers of daily 
press defend decision 
to hike newsstand price 


By Muntber Hamdan 

Slur Staff Writer 

THE RECENT decision of ihe 
four Jordanian dailies—Ad 
Dusiour. Al Rai. AI Aswaq 
and Jordan Times —io pump 
up their newsstand cover price 
from 150 fils to 200 fils was 
not expected to meet with op¬ 
position—that is until the Na¬ 
tional Society for Consumer 
Protection tNSCP) stepped in. 
While publishers defended 
their decision, which took ef¬ 
fect on the first day of the new 
year, as vital lo offset losses 
resulting from increases in the 
international newsprint prices, 
there arc those who disagree. 
The NSCP said ihe hike will 
add additional burdens on the 
people, who are Mill reeling 
from the effects of general 
price hikes triggered by rises 
in fodder and bread costs. 

The NSCP issued a strong¬ 
ly-worded statement attacking 
the newspaper price hikes and 
accusing the dailies of seeking 
greater profit at the expense of 
consumers. "We are surprised 
at the latest decision of the dai¬ 
ly newspapers to raise their 
[newsstand] prices hy 35 per¬ 
cent,” ihe statement said. 

The NSCP rejected publish¬ 
ers' claims that the hike was 
justified to meet increases in 
the cost of pulp in internation¬ 
al markets. It said the statistics 
it has indicate that the price of 
newsprint in world markets 
had actually went down below 
prices recorded two years ago. 
“At that rime newspapers de¬ 
cided to increase their cover 
prices by 50 percent because 
international newsprint prices 
reached $900 per ion." NSCP 
director Dr Muhammad Ubei- 
dat said. 

The General Manager of Ad 
Dustour newspaper. Mr Seif 
Al Sharif, rejected NSCP’s 
claims that newsprint could be 
imported to meet the dailies' 
needs at a cost of $460 per ton. 
He added that the reason be¬ 


hind the in¬ 
crease in 
newspaper 
cover prices is 
economical; to 
offset the in¬ 
crease in the 
prices of news¬ 
print. 

Mr Al Shar¬ 
if, who is also 
president of 
the Press As¬ 
sociation. said 
the govern¬ 
ment's initial 
decision to ex¬ 
empt daily 
newspapers, 
ail of which 
are public 
shareholding 
companies, 
from customs 
fees imposed 
on imported 
paper has 
been reversed, 
that the 25 



Reading in the street could become an increasing phenomenon after the price 
hike on newspapers 


He explained 
percent customs 
fees on paper have been rcim- 
posed since last July. “This led 
to huge losses by the newspa¬ 
pers," Mr Al Sharif stressed. 

He said while Ad Dustour 
bought $2 million worth or 
newsprint in 19%. revenues 
from newspaper sales reached 
only $1.3 million. He said the 
burden of the running costs of 
daily newspaper* in addition 
to the effect of the Sales Tax 
have put a huge burden on (he 
resources of daily newspa¬ 
pers. 

However, the NSCP state¬ 
ment has ignored this argu¬ 
ments. describing newspaper 
owners as capitalists. The 
'statement added that the daily 
newspapers are making profit 
and that the decrease in news¬ 
print prices will double their 
earnings. 

The consumer society said 
newspapers make the bulk of 
their revenue from selling ad¬ 
vertising and that the cost of 
paper and printing is mainly 
covered from advertising reve¬ 


nues. 

But Mr Al Sharif stressed 
that the dailies are sharehold¬ 
ing companies whose share¬ 
holders naturally expect profit. 
“We cannot depend on adver¬ 
tising alone and overlook rev¬ 
enues arising from sales.” he 
said. 

Meanwhile. Minister of In¬ 
formation Dr Marwan Muash- 
er said the government can not 
at the present time cancel ihe 
25 percent customs fees im¬ 
posed on imported newsprint 
as this would constrain the re¬ 
sources of the 1997 stare bud¬ 
get. 

Weekly newspapers will 
also be affected by the daily 
newspapers' decision. The 
weeklies do not have their 
own printing presses, but rely 
on the printing presses of dai¬ 
lies. They are also expected to 
raise their prices. 

Raja Ta(ab. chief editor of 
Shihan weekly, said that it is 
unfair to impose customs duty 
on newsprint. He expecicd the 
new price hikes to pressure the 
weeklies which "already face 


financial problems.” 

But will readers continue to 
buy dailies at the new price? 

The price of the dailies wit¬ 
nessed consecutive rises since 
1990 till it settled at 150 fils. 
“I'm sure that the demand on 
dailies will decrease as people 
now have many other choices 
because of the great number of. 
weekly newspapers," said 
Taha Al Umoush, owner of 3 
newspaper kiosk in Al Abdali. 
He added that when the prices. 
of dailies went up from 100 
fils to 150 fils per copy people 
continued to buy them because 
at that time there were only a 
few weeklies around. 

Talab said the decision may 
have its advantage as well. 
‘The weekly newspapers must 
now seize the opportunity to, 
attract more readers who will 
find in one newspaper every¬ 
thing they want to know dur¬ 
ing the week other Lhan Lhe : 
daily reports which are aired I 
through ocher means like TV 
and radio." ■ 


Ross: Brokering peace in 
the Middle East 


Continued from page 1 

Excerpts follow: 

How have yoa seen your 
role evolving since yoa be¬ 
came special Middle East co¬ 
ordinator? 

Over the past four years, the 
task has. been an extremely de¬ 
manding one. because we ex¬ 
panded our efforts beyond just 
talks between Israelis and Pal¬ 
estinians. Every negotiation 
ended up creating multiple 
committees, and overseeing be¬ 
came something that was ex¬ 
ceedingly demanding. And 
when you add the various cri¬ 
ses and problems we had to 
cope with, it was something 
that has been unrelenting. 

Has your role changed dra¬ 
matically since the new gov¬ 
ernment took ova- in Israel? 

1 guess 1 would say the fol¬ 
lowing: There were clearly pe¬ 
riods. even during the previous 
government’s time, when J was 
as intensively involved, but not 
always out there, and cenajnly 
never for an extended period of 
time. This is new. Now that 
happened, first, because you 
had an unprecedented crisis be¬ 
cause of the explosion of Sep¬ 
tember. it was qualitatively dif¬ 
ferent from anything we had 
ever seen. 

And, secondly, because il is 
a different government that 
hadn’t really yet established a 
working relationship with the 
Palestinians. We needed to play 
more of a role in helping bring 
Item together. ... But, remem¬ 
ber, there were times before the 
Israeli and Palestinians had de¬ 
veloped a working relationship 
... in 1994. for example, when 
there weren’t direct negotia¬ 
tions and 1 actually flew to Tu¬ 
nis on successive Mondays and 
brought the Israelis with us. 

In October, yoa were oa 
your way to the airport to 
leave for Washington when 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
asked yoa to retnm- 

Actually. it was a phone call 
\ had initiated. We spoke about 
what had happened (in the 
talks), and we suddenly made 
progress. So it was within that 
context that we essentially de¬ 
cided that I wouldn’t go. Bui 
also because, at the same time, 
l gat a dll from the Palestin¬ 
ians asking me not to go. 

There were two conversa¬ 
tions en route to the airport 
where we essentially made a 
collective decision: All right. I 
won’t gfl- 

Now. in a sense, what was 


different was you never had us 
playing the role of my shuttling 
back and forth between the 
leaders. Thar had not happened 
before. ... 

Bui many times from 1992 
on, I would be on the phone 
every day to both sides; and I 
can’t tell you how often I was 
asked to call the chairman (Pal¬ 
estinian leader Yasser Arafat) 
by the Israeli side. During a 
certain period, Shimon Peres 
would give me a call about 5 in 
the morning, his time, and eve¬ 
ry day he would ask me if l 
could call the chairman. 

So there was an intervention. 
But when it’s done over the tel¬ 
ephone, it's not as visible us 
when I’m out there. 

How would you describe 
the state of your relationship 
with the Netanyahu govern¬ 
ment, considering the wide¬ 
spread perception that the 
administration preferred the 
election of Shimon Peres? 

No. 1. the most important 
thing from our standpoint is to 
have a good working relation¬ 
ship with the Israeli govern¬ 
ment. not only because our 
countries’ relationship is so 
deeply rooted in history ami 
shared values, but also because 
if we’re going to make head¬ 
way on peace, having that kind 
of relationship is essential. 

That we had a close relation¬ 
ship with the previous govern¬ 
ment should come as no sur¬ 
prise. I think it’s because there 
was a great deal of progress wc 
made during those years, and if 
'was made by working closely 
together. 

From ihe very beginning of 
this government, wc made it 
clear that we wanted to work 
closely with them, because we 
realized a partnership is the key 
to being able to move ahead. 

Do you believe you have 
been moving ahead with this 
government? 

We obviously haven't been 
making ihe kind of headway 
we would like to sec. But I 
would ascribe it more to the 
fact that this has been a period 
of time. when the two sides 
have had to get to know each 
other. 

1 think it's important to re¬ 
member that even with the last 
Israeli government, when they 
developed a relationship of 
trust and confidence with their 
Palestinian counterparts, it 
wasn't instant, it look time and 
the two of them working 
through difficult problems be¬ 
fore they got to the point where 


they developed a kind of mutu¬ 
al confidence. 

But don't you agree that a lot 
of Arabs and others, not just 
Palestinians, are no longer pre¬ 
pared to believe that the Netan¬ 
yahu government will live up 
to its pledge to carry on with 
the peace process? 

I would say there's no ques¬ 
tion that those in the region are 
not yet convinced that this gov¬ 
ernment is prepared to live up 
to the commitment. 

But I believe that Prime Min¬ 
ister Netanyahu is serious about 
pursuing peace. Wc lake him 
seriously. He has engaged in 
serious negotiations. But I’ll 
also be die first to admit that 
what matters is not what be 
says, but what he does. 

And you think Prime Min¬ 
ister Netanyahu will do the 
right thing? 

Let me put it this way. We 
know this is a prime minister 
determined lo be successful. 
And I believe he will make eve¬ 
ry effort to be successful. 

If that’s the case, why Is it 
so difficult to finish the deal 
on Hebron? 

I think any negotiating pro¬ 
cess always becomes more 
complicated as you come lo the 
end of it. issues that, on their 
own. wouldn’t be seen as being 
significant or particularly pro¬ 
found take on greater weight 
because that's what separates 
you from concluding a deal. 

Ami I think each“side recog¬ 
nizes that it will be the first 
agreement between this govern¬ 
ment and ihe Palestinian Au¬ 
thority. and therefore it gets in¬ 
vested w ith greater urgency. 

Second, each side is dealing 
not only with Hebron but also 
looking al how you create a 
road map for ihe future be¬ 
tween the two. Inevitably that 
means that even issues that 
don't seem particularly pro¬ 
found become part of a greater 
goal. 

But once the deal is made, it 
will represent an important 
threshold, and it will have a 
psychological impact, because 
it will be the first real deal that 
the two have worked out them¬ 
selves. 

Obviously, you remain up¬ 
beat. How do you account for 
this? 

Look, we have dealt with a 
process lhai. since 1993. has 
endured a series of shocks, 
traumas and challenges. It has 
endured because it responds to 
something fundamental. The 
peoples on both sides do not 


see an acceptable alternative. 
Did you know that Bibi's (Ne¬ 
tanyahu's) first impulse after 
the explosion in September was 
to call Arafat? 

We will continue to have ups 
and downs. Because this is a 
difficult conflict to resolve. 
Nonetheless, the fundamentals 
are there and it's what makes it 
possible to endure in the face of 
great challenges, but it also 
makes it possible to succeed 
and overcome the challenges. 

What about the other part 
of the peace process, between 
Israel and Syria: Is it dead or 
just dormant? I assume it’s 
more difficult, given the 
harder line coming from this 
Israeli government. 

Well, the only thing 1 can 
say in response to that is that 
both sides have made it clear to 
us that they would like to re¬ 
sume the negotiations. ... 

Do you Gnd it more diffi¬ 
cult dealing with Syria, given 
new evidence of its involve¬ 
ment in terrorism? Even the 
Saudis seem to be pointing at 
them for some responsibility 
in the attack on the US base 
in Saudi Arabia last June. 

The Syrians have been on 
our terrorist list, and this is an 
issue on which there have been 
continuing discussions with 
them, and it's obviously an is¬ 
sue where there’s a real differ¬ 
ence with them. 

At the same time, what sep¬ 
arates them from others has 
been a willingness to negotiate 
a peace agreement directly with 
the Israelis. So long as foe Is¬ 
raelis want to have such talks, 
so long as the Syrians remain 
committed to such talks, then 
we will try to work with the 
Syrians.... 

What about America's oth¬ 
er friends in the area? Are 
you concerned that countries 
like Jordan are (Hit on a limb, 
haring been encouraged to 
make peace with Israel? 

There is no doubt that the en¬ 
vironment out there can be 
characterized by a decline in 
tniSL Between Israel and all its 
neighbors. And while we know 
that negotiations have a sub- 
Staniive conient, there is also a 
psychological content or di¬ 
mension. 

So when you see a decline in 
tmsL a souring environment, it 
has an impact. Therefore, you 
must find ways to restore trust. 
And we’re trying. ■ 
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States are not ruled by emotions! 


*•“ Hadeeth Al Nass (People’s talk ) is a popular social pro¬ 
gram on ihe Arabic Channel One TV. Last week’s zoom was 
on the tragedy of Jordanian women married in this country 
to foreigners or Arab nationals. They suffer from legislations 
thar bar them from including their children in their passports 
and have their citizenship rights just like any Jordanian 
mother. 

The program was fell of tragic true to life stories. One 
mother had to apply for a visa for her husband and children 
to come and visit her. They hold an Egyptian travel docu¬ 
ment for Palestinian refugees. 

She used to receive them in Amman as visitors for a 
couple of weeks but the visit sometimes depended on the 
mood of Ihe official who signed the permission. 

‘1 am here in Amman, my husband and children are in on 
Arab country, they visit me for one month every year, just 
(ike guests. I am not allowed to include them in my passport. 
It is also hard for me to go to that Arab country for visa 
obstacles," foe ciying mother told foe program. She has four 
children and their ages range from four till 13 years old. 

Another case was that of a Jordanian woman who is mar¬ 
ried w a Turkish citizen who had been living in this country 1 
for the past 30 years. 

While foe law allows those who stay in this country for 15 
years the right to Jordanian nationality, there is one snag. 
Their kind of work should not be listed among those occupa¬ 
tions which can be done by Jordanians! These arc just some 
of the tragedies. 

One of the guests of foe program was an official from the 
Passport Dept He shocked viewers when he said that “stales 
are not mini by emotions.** After all what he heard, it seems 
that authorities do not give any considerations to the human 
aspect of foe issue. We agree that states should not be ruled 
by emotions, but laws should be progressive to reflect foe 
social interests of societies that include bringing families 
together and not dividing them. 

There must be a set of procedures that are strictly fol¬ 
lowed. after all. we live in a state of law. Most states in the 
world have a general policy not to divide families. But more 
so, we have our own heritage. The Islamic teachings have 
always nurtured family values and the respect for human 
rights. 

Digging up the road 

The 'excavations' that are going on in some areas in 
Amman for the sake of renewing our lettered water network, 
is a project that we appreciate and support. But there does 
not seem to be any safety procedures for carrying oul such 
works. 

With no warning signs, pedestrians and most of all cars 
are suddenly confronted with road works and road blocks. 

In some lucky areas however, there arc red and white 
tapes wrapped around slabs of stone that arc chipped at the 
comers. But in areas like east Amman, foe authorities do not 
even bother to put any son of marks, leaving patches of 
earth uncovered for weeks on end. 

This inevitably turns into chaos as patches become soggy 
either because of rainfall or more likely because of shoddy 
workmanship that leaves water pipes flowing into the street. 

But you also have to feel sorry for the workers. At a pit¬ 
tance wage, they are forced to work with no protective cloth¬ 
ings such as ear covers, gloves, and certainly not enough 
rest. The workers' hard lack becomes more pitiful if it rains: 
you can forget about plastic coats. 

These are not luxuries but arc basic safely procedures that 
must be followed and should be provided by foe municipal¬ 
ity. Further, they cost peanuts. According to our information 
these are usually gifts from Western countries. 

Something must be done, roads are dug up and left for 
ages. Only foe other day a road in Al Abdalli was dug up. 
asphalted and had to be dug up yet again one week later just 
because some engineer or worker forgor to do his wort: prop¬ 
erty. This has got to stop. It's no use turning a blind eye. 
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Use problem with the Hebron deal 

THE HEBRON deal is delayed again—this time after an Israeli soldier opened fire aL 
Arabs in a busy produce market wounding at least 11 people. The aim of the ultra- 
religious soldier was to derail possible agreement on Israeli deployment in the city and 
its surroundings. He is a hero for over 400 Jewish fanatics who reside in the old quar¬ 
ter of the city and whose fate and security prevented a scheduled troop withdrawal 
from the city so far. 

Wednesday's incident is not unique. It is one of many similar incidents where Jew¬ 
ish extremism was able to force its own agenda on the peace process. It remains today 
the single most dangerous element preventing a smooth implementation of the Pales- 
tinian-Israeli self-rule deal leading to a final settlement. 

Jevvish fanaticism is not a new phenomenon in Israeli society. But in recent years it 
has emerged as a power to be reckoned with inside the Israeli establishment. There is 
no doubt that unless it is reigned, the prospects of a just and lasting resolution to Is¬ 
rael's occupation of Arab lands remain bleak. 

U is Jewish extremism that brought to the helm a right-wing government led by 
Benjamin Netanyahu, which now is the main obstacle to a peaceful settlement based 
on the trading of land for peace as agreed upon in the Madrid conference six years 
ago. 

The scene of a bunch of bearded young men going on the rampage in the streets of 
Hebron, occupying Arab houses and harrassing Palestinians is a grim reminder that 
the prospects of peaceful coexistence between the two people are growing (ess likely 
every day. 

We know that those fanatics do represent the bulk of the Israeli society and we 
know that if these destructive elements continue to be given a free hand in colonizing 
Arab lands, they will bring the entire peace process tumbling down. And just as these 
overzealous and politically motivated groups are gaining influence in Israeli politics, 
they are giving every excuse to extremists on Arab and Palestinian sides to gain 
ground. In the ettd, and if this wave of extremism continues to expand unchecked, ex¬ 
tremists will take control of the political process at the expense of the silent majority 
that apparently opts for a peaceful settlement. 

That's why the 400 or so settlers in Hebron must be removed from the Palestinian 
city if the peace process is to continue safely. Menachem Begin made an historic, al¬ 
beit unpopular, decision back in 1979 to evict the Israeli settlement of Yamit in the Si¬ 
nai. That decision contributed to the stability of the peace treaty between Egypt and Is¬ 
rael until today. 

There could be no peace if extremists, on both sides, continue to call the shots and 
force their will on politicians and negotiators. The 400 Jewish fanatics in Hebron will 
be used, just as they are being used now. to destabilize and shake the fragile peace that 
exists today between Palestinians and Israelis. Peaceful coexistence cannot be forced, 
but has to come as a natural fruit of a just, comprehensive and lasting peaceful settle¬ 
ment. In that sense Israel’s illegal settlements in the West Bank and Gaza must also be 
removed along the way. 0 


9 Egyptian President Husni Mubarak receives Syrian Foreign Minister, Farouk At Share in Cai¬ 
ro, Sunday. Mr Share was attending the “Damascus Declaration 3 ' meetings which included Egypt, 
Syria, and the six Gulf Cooperation Council’s states. Mr Share said his country welcomes the re¬ 
sumption of the peace negotiations with Israel providing that they continue from the point that the 
talks have reached. 
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A view from America 

id, new perspective 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Star US Corespondent 


IN THE last month of 1996. the United * 
States has to come to realize that Turkey, a ai 
traditional ally since World War 11. has be- ' 11 
come more prominent playing a decidedly b, 
significant role in realigning die ha lance ol k* 
power in the all-critical Middle East. This sl 
is of great importance not just 10 the Unit- la 
ed States and the West, but also to the P 1 
newly independent Islamic republics that ui 

were part of the former Soviet Union. 

In December. Turkey’s new Prime Min- W 
ister. Necmetlin Erbakan of the Welfare U 
Party, established relations with Iran, pos- ft 
ing a formidable challenge to US foreign si 
policy. This sign of what is to come should 10 
have been expected when seen in the light w 
of his election. ^ 

To understand this development, one 
must understand 20th century Turkish his- ol 
lory, especially the socio-economic condi- Y 

tions which produced Erbakan, a most as- or 
rule politician and strategist in the 1990s. th 
Erbakan was seen by most of the western- al 
ized elite in Turkey and by a majority in oi 
the West as unsuitable to hold the reins of 
the scif-proclaimcd “secular republic" 
seeking to join the European Union. ^ 

Indeed, until recently, he was de- 
cried by Turkish elitists and the J> 
military establishment as unfit to jjfft 

govern because of his Islamic ji;/f 
dedication and his seemingly /J y '»§§ 

aversion toward “westemiz- / ■ f fti gs 

ing" Turkey. / — ‘(‘ ‘-'vfl 

The inability of the West- St 
emized secular factions like 
Tansu Ciller's Motherland and J 
Mesut Yilmoz's Straight Road (J||l|||g||||j 
parties to form a viable coalition 
forced the Republic President. Su- 
leyman Dcmirel. to ask Erbakan to 
form a government. Ms Ciller was lHHai 
Prime Minister when the recent elec- /£gdpi 
tions were held but her party finished l |p ll]B*j 
third. Yilmas succeeded her as PM in 
a fragile coalition of their i%vo lac- ^ c Cjs 
tions. with Ciller's becoming / §|| 

Deputy and Foreign Minister. ! 

To the dismay of secularists and • 
the military, the coalition col- » f| 

lapsed shortly afterwards. \ v 

The remaining options were to ' 

have Erbakan form a government or sz 

hold new elections, but secularists 
and the military feared this 
would give Erbakan's Welfare $6 

an absolute majority in Pnrlia- /Js 
menu enabling him to rule t ff 
alone and pass any legislation / =3, r ° 
in conformity with his Islamic 
ideology. Considering the lat- 
ter to be the greater evil. Ciller and \ 

Yilmas turned to Erbakan to form a ^ 
government: he succeeded, with the re- Jgteegg 
suit being the present Turkish regime. £8j&y<p] 
with Ciller now being the Deputy 
Premier and Foreign Minister. 

If this coalition holds. Tur- 

key will have succeeded 

having a stable government 

for the first time since the po- .* : x ' 


staunch friend of America. ^SSrtsTlnin Ira^ Armenia- Russia. 

Whv so important? Turkey holds an ex- aH Bulearia. Cyprus and 

ccedingly strategic geographic and cconom- AwJW"- .S^fTurkev's extremely P”> 
ic position between the Middle East. Europe The largest seement of |K 

and Asia. Since the late 1940s. Turkey pro- ’became m- 

vided ihe US with military and intelligence conserxattveto popv^ angera j # the 

bases to confront the communist bloc. Tur- kerning Turkey, unu'l the 

key was and is a comers tone in.the global jpanuig 

strategic planning of NATO. It played a vh -u^ emblems were the Kurf- 

tal role in Desen Storm and continues to _ i ^™ ^Steasiem pan of 
provide bases for the US and allied forces «h inflation and unemploy- 

monitoring northern Iraq. lhe ^r^fiSSvance was the military s 

Turkey was the first country to respond menL The ftnal gn^ anc r/ 

to President Bush's (and subsequently the acc«d jSotfy of peo- 

UN'si request to impose sanctions against Ytlmazcoalition. . { s iamic na- 

Iraq in August 1990 after Lhe Kuwaiti inva- pie saw as SeSuiper 

sion. Turkey closed Iraq’s vital oil pipelines uons. Th^consider^ 1 Qf |s , am 
to the Mediterranean and stopped all trade ot Jerusalem. theThud ,,, Muslims in 

with Iraq, at a staggering loss of about and the pasaumr of fellow Muslims 
thrce-to-four billion dollars a year. Lebanon and PaJesnne. w |f 

After joining the Western (US? strategy 

of isolation under Ozal. Demirel, Ciller and under Erbakan ^ sum ^ d 0 *- [siamic 

Yilmaz. Turkey placed tremendous pressure and popular platform. pun 

on Syria. The promised compensation from v^ues but with in a 

the West for the Turks' losses never maten- differences with netgfabwing 

alized. And under subsequent mounting ec- spint of goodwill. piaciPe, Turkey . 
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sure and popular platform: Restoration ot Is lam c 
rom values but with modernization: reconcile 
ten- differences with neighboring coun^* * 
ec- spirit of goodwill: placing Turkey s interests 
above but not necessarily in lieu of those ot 
the US. Europe and NATO: end the war 
with the Kurds on mutual respect and Is¬ 
lamic tolerance; repatriate the displaced 
Kurds to their villages and help them re¬ 
build homes and lives; rein vi go rale the 
i economy by creating jobs and increasing 

S salaries by an average of 50 percent; rcstor- 

ina national honor and international respect 
i ] forTurkev. 

f l Erbakan no longer has to beg for mem- 
bership in the European Community, a 
rp 2 i goal which was rejected for over 20 years 
f % (despite the acceptance of three less strate- 

1 ^ gic but “Christian" countries: Greece, 

1 Spain and Portugal, an act that had deeply 
I humiliated the majority of Turks, includ- 
S| M ing the “Westernized elite" who con- 
p JM ~ tinue to consider Tur- 

fj 03 _ key a “European 

W ff tf/WuM democracy" rather 

s f dun a Levantine 

2 3 fjuVpMMm §0? Third World country'!. 

1 i Mj'i Today the US ei al. 

A r ( have no" choice but to deal 

with this iraditionaj strate- 
gfo ally on a more equal ba- 
sis (versus master-and- 

servant). The situation is deli- 
M \M cate: the potential is enormous. We 
= 'W do have allies remaining in Turkey. 
| When Erbakan allowed Iranian Presi- 

ff 1 dent Rafsanjani into Turkey last month. 

he wanted the Iranian delegation to visit 
I; \ Turkish military installations, but the 
U s) old guard military would have no part 

of iL Rafsanjani's’ daughter charged the 
Turkish women were reminiscent of 
pre-Khoemini Iran—most definitely not 
meant to be a compliment but a charge that 
inforiaied the long-Westernized/Iiberaled 
[> w omen of the Turkish educated class. 

* It will demand astute diplomacy on the 

pan of ail Western governments to retain 
Turkey as an ally. Should the West be able 
to do so. chances of true peace In die Middle 
it East once again could emerge and. conceiv¬ 
ably. place Israel and its neighbors back on 
the road for which Yitzhak 
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The Frenchman from Brussels 

EU Mideast mediator team 
parachutes into the flap 


By Samir W. Raafat 

CHRJSTOPHE FARNAUD, 
31, who besides being the tall¬ 
est member of the French Em¬ 
bassy (2.02m) in Egypt was 
also its rising scar. Much earlier 
than expected he’s been yanked 
out of his often overbearing 
beat in Cairo only to be 
plunged head first into an 
equally if nor more headache- 
prone posting. 

According to diplomatic 
sources Famaud is a senior 
member of the EU special Mid¬ 
dle East peace team. And we 
all know what this means: 
Catching up on a century-old 
dossier which could easily ac¬ 
count for the depletion of an 
enu're rain foresL in terms of 
paper. Working the phones at 
three o'clock in the morning. 
Plus the consumption of end¬ 
less coffee and tea in Damas¬ 
cus. Beirut Jerusalem. Gaza 
and the Arab League. These are 
but some of the more benign 
impediments ahead. 

Newly established, the Brus¬ 
sels-based team dc novo is 
headed by sendr Miguel Angel 
Moratinos, the Spanish ambas¬ 
sador to Israel. Moratinos was 
previously Spain's Foreign 
Ministry director general for 
Middle East and African Af¬ 
fairs. 

This move is pari of a belat¬ 
ed European effort in asserting 
itself as a major player in our 
region. To date, the Middle 
East Peace Show was run en¬ 
tirely by the American State 
Department's troubleshooting 
brigade headed by Dennis 
Ross. 

Dennis B. Ross's involve¬ 
ment with the Middle East pre¬ 
cedes the Madrid conference. 
In 1989 he was a Middle East 
staffer on the National Security 
Council and senior adviser to 
president-elect George Bush 
during his campaign. Later he 
was appointed US State Depart¬ 
ment policy planning director 
under Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

While Israel tolerated and 
sometimes welcomed the medi¬ 
ation of the. Americans, it was 
initially ill-disposed towards 
the new arrivals. In his related 


statements on the eve of 
French President Jacques Chi¬ 
rac's October visit to Israel and 
the Palestinian self-rule areas. 
Israel'* Foreign Minister David 
Levy sharply criticized the Par¬ 
is-backed idea of the European 
Union naming a Middle East 
peace coordinator. "We reject 
it completely." he told Israel 
Radio. “The two sides (Israeli 
and Arab) must reach an agree¬ 
ment among themselves. Any 
other method is the antithesis 
of negotiations free from out¬ 
side pressure." 

Translated into everyday 
language this could mean sev¬ 
eral things. After the courtesies 
are over and done with, the EU 
mediators will be discouraged 
from sipping ‘Turkish' coffee 
and nibbling sweet pastries at 
East Jerusalem's Orient House. 
They will be treated as second 
fiddle in Tel Aviv and por¬ 
trayed as self-serving friends of 
the neighboring Arab regimes. 
The Likudnik spoilers will in¬ 
variably stir things in Washing¬ 
ton to the disadvantage of the 
Europeans. In Bonn or Berlin, 
Zion & Co. will empower the 
allegedly pro-lsraeli KinkeJ 
(Dr Wolfgang Kohler, Frank¬ 
furter Allgemeine Zeirung , 
3.12.96.) against his more 
moderate European counter¬ 
parts thus complicating the al¬ 
ready entangled process even 
more. 

Naturally, there will be com¬ 
parable quibbling and frustrat¬ 
ing pussyfooting from the Arab 
side as well. Ah! what a dead¬ 
lock... Mon Dieu. what an im¬ 
passe. 

Unfortunately for the EU 
mediators their mission starts 
right in the middle of The Rap. 
An odd period where the Mid¬ 
dle East is neither in a situation 
of real peace and neither is it in 
a state of war, a predicament 
with which both sides of the di¬ 
vide felt comfortable and fa¬ 
miliar with for three decades. It 
is a vague period where most 
of the nations in this area are in 
a state of self-perpetuating un¬ 
rest. But Famaud and his new , 
boss have been around long 
enough to conjecture what to 1 
expect They understand that ■ 
since the 1991 Madrid Confer- , 


ence. which celebrated its 5th 
anniversary in November, the 
peace process suffered major 
hiccups and peace process indi¬ 
gestions. 

Speaking of indigestion. 
Maratinos & Co. should also 
know that even though to the 
West "Halal" and "Kosher" 
may seem similar in concept, 
you cannot abide by Thomas 
Freidman's tongue in cheek hy¬ 
pothesis that no two countries 
that both have a McDonalds 
have ever fought a war against 
each other which is precisely 
why it is important that Syria 
starts selling Big Macs post 
haste. The six million dollar 
question: Are the burger-crazy 
Europeans simply going to rep¬ 
licate the American effort, or 
do they have a surrogate and 


more imaginative approach in 
mind? 

On our part we must realize 
that the EU team joins/ 
complements Ross Inc. at a 
time when relations between 
the Jewish state and its Arab 
neighbors are at their lowest 
since the euphoric 1994 
MEN A-1 summit of Casablan¬ 
ca. And with European foreign 
policy makers only slightly 
more united than they were 50 
years ago, it would be unwise 
for anyone to hold their breath 
for any miracle soon. 

With these words of ‘en¬ 
couragement' all that is left is 
for us to wish Christophe 
"merde". He'll most certainly 
need it! ■ 

EGYPTIAN GAZETTE 



Happy Nem 

Year: 

HAPPINESS MlCMrii 
well be a state of rm#- 
next year, unles s 
ride to deal with object?^ 
reality as something uafe?; 
pendent of oar coosartfe^T 
5*55. Therefore.' 
new year to plenty;of ust% 
lory and veiy tilde gcog^r ' 
pfiv, happy new year *- 
eaeles confined, -to 
comfort of the sooth./sg& 
to the esteem of the nonhr. 

The land of chalteri^s' 
can only strive on chal¬ 
lenges. and the road aheadr 
i& certainly foH of-ttejn^ 
West Asia looks eastward:,' 
to meet East Asia, and 
Near Eastern rim of Eu¬ 
rope looks across the;*- 

Mediterranean fowaraS;? 
[he European rim of the ^ 
Near East. _ . i ? l r 

Complementarity ■ '<»:> 
the one hand in geograpbfe. 
cal terms, meets su pple-; -.;, 
mentarity in human tcnijs;.'_ 
on the other. The addition^ 
of geography to the hu- 1 
man element constitutes 
the essential ingredients : 
of an identity. To work for : 
it is an arduous task, and 
to be a pioneer has no % 
connection to the size of a • 
country* nor to the deter¬ 
minants of popular cen¬ 
sus. 

The matter is clearly : 
that of a vision, and we 
I have no shortage of vi¬ 
sionaries. To move ahead, 
is to break the straight 
jackets we have created 
for ourselves and to 
spread our vision is to re¬ 
lease the wings that have ; 
been strapped to the 
shackles of a merciless 
history and savage cir¬ 
cumstances. The struggle 
of beasts leave a bkwJy 
and muddy trace after the 
. footsteps of the civilisa- 
tional march, while the 
struggle of the noble, ele-. 
vales the spirit of the civ- 
ilisational pursuit, for it 
builds and reinforces the 
image of the self, and con¬ 
structs correctly the image 
of the other. 

Traditions are moulds i 
that have been created for ■ 
practical reasons. and 
imaginary aspirations. 
They are man-made and 
consequently man- 
changed. History is an 
ipso facto past, neverthe¬ 
less, most of the time it is 
a bunk, and when need be 
must be debunked. We 
must not condemn our 
country and its role in the 
civilizations! progress to¬ 
wards, the next millenium, 
to the imperatives of his¬ 
tory. which are not appli¬ 
cable anymore, and to tra¬ 
ditional roles that can be 
more of a handicap than 
feathers in our cap. Alas, 
there is no virtue in suffer¬ 
ing, for this is the pursuit 
of saints and not the do¬ 
main of lesser mortals. 
Poveny does not only de¬ 
prive. but also depraves 
and the quick inarch to¬ 
wards the 21st century 
must be carried out even 
if there will be plenty of 
kicking and screaming. 

We have been only free 
so long as circumstantial 
evidence allows, and be¬ 
ing circumscribed by our 
circumstances, our coun¬ 
try had forgotten the exis¬ 
tence of freedom in the 
absolute, otherwise, to 
what measure can relative 
freedom be put to the test? 
Our thoughts have been 
limited to the realitivity of 
freedom as allowed by our 
country’s peculiar circum¬ 
stances and that hampered 
only our role in the region 
and stopped us aspiring to 
our rightful place. We. as 
Jordanians, have inherited 
the legacy of the Arab 
rennaisance, and the King¬ 
dom of millions of Arabs, 
ft is a legacy to cany with 
pride and fulfill with dili¬ 
gence. Our will has al¬ 
ways been put to the test 
by the countless doubters 
and cynics, who have pre¬ 
sented our legacy, as a 
heavy cross to bear. Yet, 
the national spirit is linked 
irrevocably, to Jordan's 
present which is, the natu¬ 
ral progression of its own 
past. 

The imer-changeable 
parts are not historical 
lockers that have alienated 
us from our identity and 
our task. The common 
man must remain the cor¬ 
nerstone of our objectives. 
Whatever in it is in it. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The National Com¬ 
mercial Centers is to 
reduce its JD 5 million 
paid-up capital to JD 3 
million. This step has 
been taken to cover the 
accumulating losses 
expected by the end of 
this fiscal year. The 
share volume was cui 
by 40%. On the other 
hand, the working capi¬ 
tal of the company was 
increased from JD 3 
million to become JD 6 
million. This rise will 
be covered through pri¬ 
vate subscription. 

■ The total assets of 
operating banks in Pal¬ 
estine reached $2 bil¬ 
lion. generating a 
growth of 45%. says 
Dr Fuad Bseisu. the 
governor of the Pales¬ 
tinian Monetary 
Authority. Deposits in 
these banks were SI. 
634 billion until last 
October, a rise of 41% 
compared to 1 995. 
Credit facilities have 
recorded a growth of 
49% over the first nine 
months of 1996. 

■ The World Bank 
has approved a study to 
finance a free zone in 
Aqaba, expecting that 
such a step will lead to 
increasing Jordanian 
exports. A report 
regarding this study 
was sent from the 
World Bank to the 
Ministries of Trade and 
Industry and of 
Finance and the Free 
Zones Corp. The 
report's suggestions 
aim at improving the 
competence of free 
zones in Jordan in cus¬ 
toms and infrastruc¬ 
ture. There are other 
studies concerning the 
establishment of joint 
free zones in Jordan by 
Japan, ESCWA, the 
World Bank, and the 
Palestine National 
Authority. 

■ The share of private 
sector in total invest¬ 
ments is expected to ’ 
rise from'61% in 1993 
to 67% by 1997, 
according to estimates 
by the Investment Pro¬ 
motion Corp. The vol¬ 
ume of total invest¬ 
ments is JD 5242 
million between 1993 
to 1997, of which the 
public sector has a 
stake of 35.8% and the 
private sector 64%. 
Enhanced by the new 
Investment Encourage¬ 
ment Law, the volume 
of investment is 
expected to rise to JD 
3SI million during 
1996. This doesn’t 
include big investment 
projects that are to be 
executed in 1997, par¬ 
ticularly the hotels on 
the Dead Sea coast. 
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Jordan gets set to receive 
most from oil for food deal 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

A LIGHT at the end of the 
tunnel? Well maybe. Iraq 
started to pump its crude oil to 
Turkish ports two weeks ago. 

Since the oil-for-food deal 
began to be implemented on 
10 December. Iraq has gained 
growing importance in the 
world. 

Jordan will be one of the 
main countries to benefit. 
Commercial ties between the 
two countries strengthened 
since the early 1980s. These 
became strategic as the Aqaba 
port became one of the main 
venues to handle Iraqi two- 
way traffic. 

However, the Jordanian 


market suffered a major set¬ 
back as result of the Gulf War 
and UN sanctions imposed on 
Iraq. These losses were mostly 
in land transit and the Aqaba 

porL 

Since early December, Jor¬ 
danian officials, companies and 
businessmen have been holding 
intensive talks with their Iraqi 
counterparts to conclude con¬ 
tracts and export commodities 
allowed by the oil-for-food. 
deal. 

Sources at the Amman 
Chamber of Industry revealed 
that Jordanian companies have 
won tenders to provide Iraq 
with food exports, detergents 
and vegetable oils to the tune 
of S80 million. 

"There are 20 Jordanian 


companies who have won these 
tenders,” Mr Ali Al Dajani. a 
researcher at the Chamber of 
Commerce, told The Star. He 
added that this is due to the 
high quality, competitive pric¬ 
es. delivery and global specifi¬ 
cations provided by such com¬ 
panies "despite the heated 
competition from Arab and 
foreign manufactures." 

But this is only the first step. 
"There arc other pending offers 
related to pharmaceuticals. We 
hope after getting these tend¬ 
ers. that Jordanian products 
will increase to SI 10 million." 
Al Dajani added. 

During the six-year embar¬ 
go. Jordanian pharmaceuticals 
established a strong hold in 
Iraq because of their high qual¬ 


ity and competitive price. 

"We are waiting for confir¬ 
mation and Letters of Credit 
that have to be opened in Paris 
and New* York, before starting 
to export products to Iraq." 
said Al Dajani. The Jordanian 
Chamber of Industry hopes 
that these LC's can be estab¬ 
lished through local banks 
which arc sound, modem and 
closer to Iraq, he continued. 

The implementation of the 
oil-for-food deal also has its ef¬ 
fect on the Amman Financial 
Market. 

"In line with the oil-for-food 
deal. I hope that an improve¬ 
ment in prices will be main¬ 
tained. Mr Wahib Al Shaer. di¬ 
rector general of AFM. told 
The Star. 


Iraq could lead a new era of stability in 1997 


AMMAN (Star)—With its new flexibili¬ 
ty. Baghdad now seeks to lift the eco¬ 
nomic sanctions imposed on it by the 
United Nations since Iraq’s ill-fated in¬ 
vasion of Kuwait in 1990. 

Some analysts are optimistic that there 
will be a breakthrough by early 1997. 
others say that such a development is un¬ 
likely until mid-1997. 

However, the next few months are 
likely to witness an intensive dialogue 
between Baghdad and Washington, as 
the latter is more convinced that Iraq is 
becoming more flexible and willing to 
co-operate with the US demands. 

Since the oil-for-food deal was signed 
last May. Iraq proved more lenient and 
co-operative with the UN and sought to 
implement this memorandum of under¬ 
standing. Despite this, the US foot 
dragged. It took the US till 10 December 
to agree on a framework to implement 
the formula. 

Contacts between Jordanian and Iraqi 
officials also intensified. 

A Jordanian ministerial delegation 
headed by the Minister of Finance Mar- 
wan A wad and Minister of Energy Ha- 
shem Al Dabbas visited Iraq early this 
week. They are discussing with their Ira¬ 
qi counterparts issues of common inter¬ 
est and means of increasing oil imports 
from Iraq during 1997. Jordan imports 
4.5 million tons of oil from Iraq annual¬ 
ly. This is estimated at $200 million. Dr 
Dabbas said that they are buying 4.4 mil¬ 


lion tons of crude and processed oil in 
1997 with a daily average or 75.000 bar¬ 
rels a day, 50.000 are sold to Jordan on 
spot prices, while the reminder is sold at 
preferential prices. 

This is to be followed by another 
meeting of the Jordanian-Iraqi Joint 
Committee in Baghdad on 6 January to 
discuss the trade protocol between the 
two countries. 

But today. Baghdad is witnessing a 
hype of activity. Iraqi markets and ho¬ 
tels. such as Al Rasheed. are the center 
for Arab and foreign representatives 
from industrial and petroleum sectors 
who wish to clinch a deal in the hungry 
Iraqi market. 

Under the deal Iraq is allowed to ex¬ 
port $2 billion worth of oil every six 
months in return for foodstuff items and 
pharmaceuticals. As soon as the oil 
flowed in Iraqi pipelines, the price of 
commodities recorded was halved. 

Iraqi merchants raced to get rid of 
their commodities and prepare them¬ 
selves for the new shipments. 

A huge number of foreign oil compa¬ 
nies flocked to Baghdad to conclude 
large deals and contacts to import Iraqi 
oil. These included the French Elf Aqui- 
tane. Japanese Mitsubishi, the giant US 
Caltex (a joint venture between Texaco 
and Chevron) and Texaco. 

The value of the Iraqi dinar also re¬ 
vived after the first oil shipment was ex¬ 
ported through Turkish ports. It has be¬ 


come about 700 dinars per dollar com¬ 
pared to 2000 before. 

Generally speaking. Iraq is leading a 
new era towards economic development 
and construction, turning over the ever 
worst six years of sufferings and block¬ 
ade. 

There arc noticeable political and eco¬ 
nomic developments being approved by 
the Iraqi government. Observers expect 
the government to embark on changes in¬ 
cluding the further exploitation of its na¬ 
tional resources during the phase of re¬ 
construction. 

The industrial and agricultural sectors 
are given more concern, as the Iraqi cabi¬ 
net "recently approved a plan to irrigate 
476.000 dunums in southern Iraq. An 
Iraqi senior official earlier said that 
“during the six years of embargo, we 
were able to concentrate on enhancing 
the agricultural sector and achieve self- 
sufficiency." 

Iraq aims at maintaining this by culti¬ 
vating strategic crops such as grains, par¬ 
ticularly wheat in addition to improving 
its livestock. 

On the external level, there is an enor¬ 
mous change in Baghdad's relations with 
Arab countries, namely. Egypt and Jor¬ 
dan. Some analysis argue that Jordanian- 
Iraqi relations are witnessing a turning 
point that is marked by intensive official 
contacts aimed at strengthening co¬ 
operation and restoring Iraq role in the 
region. ■ 


Hayat Zaman, a new hotel 
owned by JTIC 


AMMAN (Star)—An Agree¬ 
ment was signed last Sunday 
at Al Baydar hall, in Kan 
Z aman Touristic Village at 
Al Yadoudeh, to construct 
and restore the Al Nawaflah 
Touristic Village in Wadi 
Mousa. 

It was concluded by the 
Chairman of the Jordan Tour¬ 
istic Investment Co., (JTIC) 
Mr Ali Gbandour with the 
presence of his deputy Mr 
Said Abo Jaber and the com¬ 
pany’s General Director, Mr 
Saleem Moron, and from the 
executing company, Mr 
Samir Hassan Al Tabba’a. 

The new project is named 
(Hayat Zaman) Hotel and 
Resort (five stars). JTIC 


owns flourishing touristic pro¬ 
jects like Taibet Zaman Hotel 
and Resort at Southern Taibet/ 
Wadi Mousa. Kan Zaman 
Touristic village in Al Yadou¬ 
deh. and the Kan Zaman/ 
Karak which is still under 
construction. 

Al Nawaflah village is situ¬ 
ated on the right side of the 
Wadi Mousa's entrance, over¬ 
looking Petra. It lies in an area 
covering 32 dunums alongside 
the valley, only two kilome¬ 
ters from Petra. 

It is surrounded with trees, 
and in the center there are 
marvelous ancient buildings 
that were once inhabited by Al 
Nawaflah, the most well- 
known tribe in Wadi Mousa. 


■ Jordanian. Saudi and 
Palestinian investors 
have recently bought 
the government stake 
in the Jordan Hotels 
and Tourism Co., 
which is the owner of 
Jordan InterContinen¬ 
tal Hotel. This deal 
was reached at ID 
12.47 million, and led 
to a rise in the average 
of daily transactions 
among dealers in the 
Amman Financial Mar¬ 
ket to JD 21.000. 

The government sold 
all its shares in the Jor¬ 
dan Hotels and Tour¬ 
ism Co., in the light of 
its tendency towards 
privatizing institutions 
of the public sector. 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman F i n a n c i al Market 



Al Tabba’a (left) and Ghandaur 


The total costs of the pro¬ 
ject are JD 6 million and 
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would be completed in 18 
months. 

This restoration of the vil¬ 
lage is aimed at reviving the 
heritage of Jordan and restor¬ 
ing the beautiful countryside 
within the context of present¬ 
ing a mixture between past 
civilizations and the present. 

JTI seeks lo convert these 
village into a distinguished 
tourisilc center, through train¬ 
ing and qualifying local 
cadres in the field of'tourisitc 
and hotel careers. 

Al Nawflah (Hayat Zaman) 
involves buildings of 13000 
square metres in addition to a 
restoration of 104 old houses 
divided into groups compris¬ 
ing widespread green areas. 

The project also includes a 
swimming port, a large gar¬ 
den. a restaurant, halls for 
meetings and celebrations 
besides other facilities and 
shops for sweets and rural 
food industries. ■ 
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He pointed out that since it 
was announced early last 
month until Sunday 29 Decem¬ 
ber the trading volume on the 
AFM increased between four 
to five times and the share pric¬ 
es have gone up by between 
four and five percent, and this 
will continue till the beginning 
of i 997. he added. 

The Aqaba port is expected 
to be the most prominent outlet 
for Iraqi imports, because of its 
size and past experience. 

. However, Aqaba is already 
facing strong competition from 
Dubai which has customs-free 
pon that is well equipped. 

The Dubai harbor is also 
very close to Iraq, has large 
storehouses and is capable of 
fast delivery. 

Many Iraqi merchants have 
recently arrived at Dubai to im¬ 
port foodstuff items from the 
Emirate having concluded con¬ 
tracts for rice. tea. sugar, wheat 
soya bean and pharmaceuti¬ 
cals. 

However, observers argue 
that the most to benefit will be 
Turkey. There is a pipeline be¬ 
tween the two countries pump¬ 
ing oil at a daily average of 
800.000 barrels have already 
staned. 

Before the embargo 308 mil¬ 
lion barrels of Iraqi crude used 
to go through the pipeline. 

All this means that the com¬ 
mercial relations between the 
two countries will be activated 
to hit $2 billion figure. 

Poias. a Turkish company 
that owns part of the pipeline, 
gets S45 million for canying 
the Iraqi crude annually. 

• Iraqi sources said earlier that 
the number of Turkish trucks 
transporting foodstuff items to 
Iraq tripled lo reach 1000 "a 
day. ■ 



Basic reforms required in 
avoid recession 


1997 


DESPITE THE fact that the government is moving success¬ 
fully in economic restructuring, analysts see that economic 
performance for 1996 was below expectations. 

Over four years, the economy recorded certain achieve¬ 
ments: the budget deficit which was 20 percent of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) fell below four percent. The bal¬ 
ance of payments deficit declined to lower than three per¬ 
cent. The dinar maintained its value making Jordanian com¬ 
modities more competitive in the world. And hence local 
revenues covered domestic expenditure. 

However, Mr Hisham Al Haj Hassan. a member of the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce says that it is impossible to 
separate economic aspects from politics, the two work to¬ 
gether. "When the peace track began in 1993 we were very 
hopeful and expected enormous economic growth.” Howev¬ 
er, he adds “when peace became stagnant, economic set¬ 
backs followed." 

Although the government sought to develop economic 
legislation through giving the private sector a greater role, 
these steps were Mocked by political instability in the re¬ 
gion. "Still there is room for optimism next year." 

By opening the Gulf markets to Jordanian workers and 
products, the size of unemployment and poverty is likely to 
go down and the Jordanian economy activated. 

in line with the implementation of the oil-for-food-deal. 
Jordanian products will see an active movement, as our man¬ 
ufacturers are willing and able to compete with other Arab 
and foreign industries to export to Iraq. 

The Aqaba port, which will handle part of the Iraqi im¬ 
ports. is to witness noticeable movement and the Jordanian 
transport fleet will benefit as well. 

However, some analysis argue that "the size of improve¬ 
ment in 1997 depends basically on reforms in legislation and 
implementation of policies and in adopting more bold fiscal 
and monetary policies, according to Mr Hani AI Soudi. a 
money lender in Amman. 

He calls for a new law on the Central Bank of Jordan to 
make it more independent and free from intervention from 
the government and other major Jordanian banks. 

In addition. Al Soudi calls for improving commercial ties 
with Arab and Islamic countries to promote Jordanian industrial 
products and enhance economic corporation with them. ■ 


;jB Under the patronage of His Majesty'King Hussein, 
the First Businessmen Arab Conference will be held 
in Amman on- 6 January at die "Palace of Culture at 
the Al HnSsein Sports City at 11:30 pin..The gather¬ 
ing is organized by the Jordan Businessmen Associa¬ 
tion and the Egyptian Businessmen Association. * 


Local banks raise their capital to 
face 1997 challenges 


AMMAN (Star)—According to 
instructions by the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) eight banks 
plan to issue 74.414 million 
shares in 1997 to raise their 
paid-up capital from JD 87.586 
million to JD 162 million. 

Banks with more than JD 15 
million shareholders rights have 
to raise their capital to at least 
JD 20 million for 1997. The 
same goes for banks which have 
less than JD 15 million. They 
have till the end of this year to 
comply. 

The Bank of Savings and 
Investment recently increased 
its capital from JD 11 million to 
JD 20 million. The capital of the 
Amman Bank has been restruc¬ 
tured by issuing new 15 million 
shares to increase its capital to 
JD 20 million instead of JD 5 
million. 

However. Philadelphia and 
the Middle East Banks are still 
moving forward to raise their 

capital, by issuing new 20 mil¬ 
lion shares during 1997. 

On the other hand, the Busi¬ 
ness and Jordan National Bank 
have agreed to merge under the 
latter name with a paid-up capi¬ 


tal of JD 42 million. 

These measures are taigened 
at enhancing the performance of 
the banking system in Jordan so 
it would be able to compete 
with the worldwide economic 
and banking challenges and 
developments. 

This coincides with Jordan’s 
negotiations to join the World 
Trade Organization iWTO) 
which calls for liberalization of 
services and trade. 

Despite the positive effect of 
raising the banks' capitals, the 
primary issues market in Jordan, 
which is unable to cover the 
new shares offered by compa¬ 
nies. is expected to witness 
greater pressure during this 
year. The authorized banks will 
issue about 109,414 million new 
shares, and this will make the 
situation worse if the capitaliza¬ 
tion tax is not cancelled. 

Some observers are worried 
about the market's ability to 
cover such a huge size of shares, 
with new companies tending to 
offer new issues. 

The banks plan to capitalize 
part of their reserves alongside 
measures to raise their capitals 


in order to minimize pressure on 
the issues market if the govern¬ 
ment cancels the capitalization 
tax. 

Ibis cancellation is stipulated 
in the new companies draft law 
that is awaiting approval of 
parliament 

However, the rise in the 
banks' capitals to JD 133.814 
million which will be offered 
for dealings at AFM, will lead 
to an expansion of the share 
dealing base. This will cer¬ 
tainly result in negative effects 
on share price levels as they 
fall because of increase in bids, 
together with high level of 
liquidity. 

Thus, through co-ordination, 

the AFM management has to 
introduce big Arab and foreign 
investment portfolios to the 
market and pump more liquid¬ 
ity to absorb any decline in 
prices. 

This requires removing 
obstacles against foreign 
investments flows provided 
thar measures to restrict for¬ 
eigners ownership in Jorda¬ 
nian companies is limited to 
50 percent. ■ 
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Miss France 
‘97 poses for 
the camera 


• The winner of Miss 
France *97 was Patrichia 
Spehar from Paris. She 
is posing at the hotel 
Prince de Galles in 
Paris- 







Art, midway between 
abstract and representation 


By Munther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 

A multitude of personal and group art 
exhibitions were held in Amman in 
1996. It was an artistic extravaganza. 
Among the many that hosted what is 
new in the art world is the Baladna Art Gallery. 

The last of a series of exhibitions that took 
place at Baladna is currently held under the title 
of Menatours. This exhibition, which includes 
paintings, sculpture, installations and collage 
works, is becoming a tradition that is held every 
year. 

A large number of “small-sized works" for 
Jordanian and Arab painters and sculptors are on 
display. They were meant to be small so that the 
showroom will accommodate as many works as 
possible. Many of the artists exhibited their 
works at other art galleries earlier in the year. 
Now, at Baladna it is an opportunity for viewers 
to have a comparative perspective. What is 
important about this kind of exhibition is that it 
provides patrons with diversity of styles and 
themes. 

The installation works of Nasser A1 Sotuni, a 
Palestinian painter, can best be described as a 
way to understand nature. It is an attempt to 
establish relations between nature's different 
aspects. He uses natural objects like wood, 
shells, threads etc., to refer symbolically to the 
forces of nature imposed upon human beings. AJ 
Sound's creations are divided into many pans, 
each having a direct bearing on the other, litis is 
best represented through the color congruity. 

In die abstract works of the Sudanese painter 
Issam Abd A1 Haleez, colors overlap-— 
boundaries cannot be easily traced. Yet if one 
tries to delve deep into the painting be will find 
different structures built on each other to form a 
unified whole. Similar in a way is the water- 
color works of another Sudanese painter, 
Bashed Dyab. His belong to those kinds of por¬ 
traits which develop into the abstract through a 
transitional period. This moment of *in between’ 
refers to the state of indecisiveness that the 
painter undergoes. 

On the homefront, artist Abd AI Raoof Sha- 






Artists who ore participating in Menatours 

moon produces images that can be interpreted 
in two ways. One would say they are abstract 
works while others would see them as classics 
displaying natural scenes. However, we can only 
say that the works of the Jordanian artist He mid¬ 
way between abstraction and representation. 
Adding to the two are the works of Jordanian 
Gbassaa Abu Laban, and Hassan Ali Ahmed, 
a Sudanese. Both have an abstract touch. 

As opposed to this style, we have a number of 
directly representative works. These are the 
desert scenes of Turk! Abd AI Amir, an Iraqi, 
the trees of Mahmoud AI Nasser. Jordanian, 
the carriages and dishes of Ibrahim AI Abdaii, 
Iraqi, and the roses and vases of Sana’a AI 
Masri from Amman. 






The geometrical dimension is exploited to the 
limits in some of the paintings. A good example 
Of that is the paintings of Haul AI Hourani. 
another local talent He makes use of Arabic 
calligraphy. But the Iraqi Salman Abbas, high¬ 
lights the geometrical lines that are inscribed on 
a wall. This is slightly different from the exter¬ 
na) boundaries with disappearing structures, that 
are displayed by Hassan Ali Ahmed, another 
Sudanese pointer. 

The Iraqi All AI Ebadi's calligraphic works 
reveal the artist's perception of the strictest rules 
of this old Arabic art He excels in writing the 
Quranic verses. 

Other abstract works displayed are those of 
Jordanian painters like Gbussan Mafadleh. 


7*sT Ghadah Dahdaleh. Hussein Da’seb, 
' j Khairi Hirzallah and Mohammad Abu 
j Zureiq. 

| While Mafadleh focuses on the visual 
j relation between the different structures of 
i his one-dimensional painting, Dhdaleh and 
Abu Zureiq uy to present another dimen- 
i sion. Hirzallah and Da'seh seek color con- 

I entity with the latter using white as a motif 
in the three works he displayed. 

The only two sculptors at the exhibi¬ 
tion are the Jordanian Abd AI Hay 
Musallam and the Syrian Mustafa All. 
Musa!lam's sculptures feature a woman 
lying in different postures beside a tree. 
He wanted to shed light on the symbolic 
relation between the female and the land 
I by gilding the sculptures with earth col- 
| ors. Ali. whose exhibition at the Baladna 
; gallery ended recently, participates with 
< some of his smalt-sized works char 
; express man's yearning for salvation. 

; In terms of salvation and man's 
! attempt to unravel the mysteries of the 
j world, the Jordanian Marwan AI Allan, 
i through his collage works, seeks to met¬ 
aphysically get united with the supernat¬ 
ural elements of the universe. Adding to 
_this is Muhammad NasraHah’s sym¬ 
bolic works. They depict the sea. the 
birds and the straws of a nest as symbols 
of liberating oneself from the restrictions 
of earth. 

The above mentioned works are now exhib¬ 
ited at Baladna ( 1 ) which is the showroom. 
Baladna (2) is the old room that is turned into 
an art workshop. Suad AI Isawi, who is also 
the director of the gallery, has shown some of 
her glass works here along .with the Iraqi 
scujpior All AI Jinabi. AI Jsawi’s painting on 
blown glass requires hard work and it can be 
seen in some way as similar to embroidery. 
The shapes and proportions need to be made 
exactly right. The same goes for AI Jinabi’s 
hard metal-like copper sculptures, that 
require a lot of patience and dexterity. 

The exhibition will run till 14 January. ■ 


London Fashion Week 97 

A mix of creativity 
and elegance 


Ceremony in honor 
of Pakistan’s founder 


London Fashion Week 
has become a popular 
event and a successful 

renowned designers * 

gather at the event to 

shows constitute the 
main pan of the event. 

ties are held to add 
more to the prevailing 

tion-sites alongside the 

grounds of the Natural 

comprise a slick white 
village of stands, res- 
taurams and facilities. 

About 125 compa¬ 
nies participated in the ---- 

opening of the lead-up 
to the 1997 Fashion Week. They provided 
creative accessories and clothes from a 
new generation of designers. 

T** .Summer/Spring 1997 Fashion 
week will be another event of creativity 
and innovation. It is scheduled to take 
place between 24-28 February and is 
®^pected to offer buyers the variety of 
“f 35 .'?° s Jey are seeking in the world of 
tashion. This includes hats, bags, Jewelry, 
scarves, shoes, sunglasses, T-shirts, knit 
wear and great evening clothes. 

Among the designers are Stephen Jones 
with his humming birds and tiny fringed 
toppers, Diana Lauries with her classy 
kitsch,, bright beads and bon-bon stones. 

. 30 will be Cathryn Arison's deli- 
cuhis petal embroidered organza scarves 
and matching shift dresses and the evening 

othes from the English eccentrics like 
Jenny Pacham, Favour Brook and 
Louise Kennedy. 

The carefully designed clothes and 
accessories are aimed at offsetting femi¬ 
ninity at its best. They have such features 
* transparency, embroidered organzas. 
soft mils, wrap arounds and scoopy back 
views. 

About 125 designers are participating in 
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the week. They sec it as a great 
opportunity to present themselves 
to the world and keep them in 
touch with each other. 

Adding to the above are buyers 
who are interested in the show 
because of the diversity and l 
quality of the products dis- | 
played. Michael EUis-Jones, 6 
the managing director of Fen- 8 
wick LTD, London says that J 
“British designers have man- J 
aged to achieve the right mix 8 
of creativity and commercial- I 
ity. The quality approach is # 
still there but so is a new I 
professionalism/* # 

Ann Pitcher, fashion I 
director at Harrods London / 
says that "I feel so excited 8 
by this week, fashion | 
seems to be intensifying j 
here. I never want to hear f 
that'apologetic 'London # 
is getting better* com- j 
ment again— this week I 

has shown that in the l _ 

fullest sense London is ’ '■ 

the Capital of Europe.” ■ 








From L-R: Mr Naqvi, Ensour, IkramuHah and Mrs Naqvi 

AMMAN (Star)—-The Pakistani Embassy held last week at the 
newly opened Quaid-e-Azam Hall a ceremony on the occasion of 
the birth of the founder of Pakistan, Muhammad All J innah . The 
event, which was held in conjunction with the Jordanian-Pakistani 
Friendship Society, was inaugurated by Begum Shalsta Ikramnl- 
iah , former member of Pakistan’s National Assembly and former 
ambassador to Morocco. Presiding over the function was Minister 
of Higher Education, Dr Abdallah Eosootr. _ 

The Pakistani Ambassador to .Amman, Mr Ali Sannir Naqavi, 
delivered a speech pointing to the role Janah played in establishing 
his country and in diffusing democratic and Islamic values among 
people. 

Speaking during the event was Mr Raef Najera, head of the Jor- 
danian-Pakistani Friendship Society. He highlighted Pakistan’s 
honorable stand towards the Arabs and Palestinian cause. 

Mrs IkramuHah. who is also the mother of HRH Sarvath AI 
Hassan, said that she was honored to work closely wiih Janah and 
under his leadership. . 

The occasion included an exhibition of photos featuring the dif¬ 
ferent stages of Janah's life. ■ 


January. 

■ Works by Rula Shukairi 
at the Darat AI Fumm, con¬ 
tinues till 4 January. 

■ Works by Clara Amado at 
the Spanish Cultural Cen¬ 
ter, continues tiU 15 

January. 

■ From Script to Abstrac¬ 
tion at the Hie Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine 
Ails, continues til) 12 
January. 

Films 

■ Coup de Torchon at the 
French Cultural Center, 6 
January, at 8:30 pm. 


Exhibitions 

■ Menatours at Baladna Art 
Gallery, continues till 14 
January. 

■ Mini Bazaar ar Um El 
Kundum. Lithographs, old 
postcards and photographs 
on Jerusalem, Chinese paint¬ 
ings, arts and crafts, fresh 
farm produce, off the. Airport 
highway on the way to the 
Arabian Horse CJub, first left 
at the top of the hill. Friday 3 
January from 11:00 am till 
5:00 pm. Tel: 664805. 

■ Works by Marwan Kas- 
sab-Bachi at the Darat AI 
Funun, continues till 9 



I HAVE decided to come out of my silence and suck out 
for the poor dove of peace—that lovely white bird who 
has come to'symbolize the essence of peace from ome 
immemorial. My defence for the. dove of P® ac f co ?^3r' 
ter more than five year's experience with the Midore 
Fw process. Before the launching of the Madrid peace 
conference the famous dove was freely fluttering its 
magn ificent wings across the globe giving hope for mil¬ 
lions in Africa, East Asia and Central America. 

But life for this docile bird eversince it was 

handed the Middle Eastern assignment. It all started well. ' 
with the peace symboL being equally shared and revered 
by political cartoonists on both, sides of the fence. Then it 
began to mm ugly. As the Middle East peace process 
slipped into the quagmire of violence and countervio¬ 
lence, the dove of peace, which is actually a pigeon for 
Arab cartoonists, began to get all sorts of abuse. Political 
cartoonists began to do terrible things to the dove of 
peace, shooting it at mid fligjbt, plucking its feathers, cru¬ 
cifying it, boiling it stuffing it, blowing it up to pieces 
and so on. No sooner had Arab and Israeli cartoonists be¬ 
gan to torture the symbol of peace, than they were joined 
by their American and European colleagues. Terrible 
things were done to the bird and what added insult to in¬ 
jury .was that even amateur painters joined the rampage 
sending in their contributions to newspaper editors who 
published them without shame or remorse. 

How could we do this? How will our children remem¬ 
ber the symbol of peace which had survived for centu¬ 
ries? WiB they remember the dove as a free white bird 
holding the olive branch in its beak and circling the skies 
to bring hope to millions, or will it be the pot with the 
boiling water, the stake and fire or the crucifix? 

Since peace in the region will take some time to mate¬ 
rialize 1 am proposing that we relieve the dove from this 
tortuous duty and hand the job to another member of the 
animal kingdom—one chat can withstand our abuse and 
madness. I am imploring -animal lights activists to come 
to my aid in this quest for justice to tire dove, which had 
had enough. 

The job can be handed to the hyena.' the .bull or the 
mule—although I am against animal abuse in principle— 
but if we don’t find a volunteer. I'm afraid the dove will 
not take it much longer. The “hyena of peace* cart take 
over the place of the dove as its Middle Eastern represen¬ 
tative. Once this is done the dove can be released in a 1 
lovely ceremony to fly away from our region and go to 
places where it is still revered as a symbol ojf peace arid - 
purity. /• •• //". 

It will not be an easy terra for the hyena—that is if the 
unfortunate animal accepts the challenge. But one cah- 
lhink of it this way. While the negotiators engage in 
fruitless pursuit of peace, the cartoonists can go on their 
business flogging, handcuffing and crucifying the hyena 
and all tire poor animal can do about it is laugh, which is I 
what hyenas usually do, and then we are even! ■ ~. I 



Tm leaving you, Frank, because you’re a shiftless, 
low-down, good-tar-nottiing Imbecile H and, might 
I finally odd, you have the head of a chicken.” 



“Oh, far heaven’s sake! Yotx father left In such a 
' hunytfe morning he's loti another antenna" 
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2 JANUARY 1997 L E 

I Concert for the sake of Palestinian children 


THE STAR 7 


THE WELFARE Association in Amman is 
ffiwimg under the patronage of Her Majesty 
W® Noor a musical concert at the Inter¬ 
Continental Hotel The concert wffl take 
P»ce on 8 January under the title “For The 
welfare of Childhood.” 

The Palestinian pianist Salim Aboud Ash- 
^ V f ^ ^ Sbing a classical performance. 
The organizers say that the proceeds of the 
tickets of the concert vtffl he exploited to fi¬ 
nance the projects the Welfare Association 
conducts for the benefit of the Palestinian 
child. 

On the I6th of this month, another concert 
wifi be held in Dubai under the slogan “For 
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Programs on JTV 
from 28December—3 January 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:05—Adventures of Mickey 

and Donald 

2:30— Circus & Safety at 
Work 

3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Gillette (sports) 

4*J0—Chris Crass 
5:00—News Flash 
5:15—The Blue Heelers 
6:00—French Programs 
7d0—News Headlines 
7:35—Something Wilder 
8:00—Magazine 01 
8:30—Prism 

9:10—Superman-Lois and 
Chirk 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Ffhu: Pride 
and Prejudice, starring Greer 
Garson and Laurence Oliviere 

SUNDAY 

2KM—Holy Koran 
2:05—Jorwy Quest (Cartoon) 
2 J©—Yon Bet Yonr life 
3:00—French Programs 
' 4:00—World Echo (Doc) 

4:3©—The Famous Five 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Our World,Their 
World (Doc) 

5:15—All Our Children 
(Doc) 

6:60—French Programs 


7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
8:00—The Giant Nile (Doc) 

8 JO—Album Show 
9:10—Tycoons (Doc) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Hot Shots 
1130—O'hara (Police 
Drama) 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—The Muppet Show 
2 J©—Dad's Army 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00— Nature's Inventions 
(Doc) 

4J0—H«y Dad 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Documentary 
5:15—Dalton (Drama) 

6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Rosaline 
8:00—Global Gardener (Doc) 
8:30—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

9:10—The Lazarus Mao 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Under Suspicion 
11:15—Sisters 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Budgie (Cartoon) 
2J0—Captain Planet 
2:40—1 Love Lacy 
3:00—French Programs 


the Palestinian Child.* 1 The concert will be 
under the patronage of Sheikh Muhammad 
Hashed A1 Maktoum, Emir of Dubai and 
minister of defence of the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates (UAE). The activities to take place wiQ 
be focusing on projects executed for the sake 
of the Palestinian child. 

The welfare Association, which held ami- 
tor events in Abu Dhabi last year supporting 
Jerusalem and studying aspects of develop¬ 
ment in Palestine in cooperation with the 
Arab League, has executed for the past 13 
years more than 1*200 projects insKkrPales- 
tinel All these projects were aimed at help¬ 
ing Palestinians stay on their land. ■ 


4 J0—Dog House 
5:00—News Uadi 
5:02—Fun with 
Physics 

5:15—Cyclone Tracy 

6:00—French 

Programs 

7JO—News 

Headlines 

7J5—Murphy 

Brown 

8:00—Superstars of 
Action 

8 JO—Encounter 
9:10—The Lost Civ¬ 
ilizations (Doc) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Snowy River 
11:30—Mission 
Impossible 


& 


WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—The Muppet 

2J0—Circus Flintstones, Friday at 2:30 pm 

4:00—Earth Revealed (Doc) 

4 JO— Escap e from Jupiter 5:02—Continuation of 1 

(Science fiction) 5JO— French Program 

5:00—News Flash 7:30—News Headlines 

5:02— Kefiy & rfralimy (Doc) 7 J5—Pacific Station 

6:00—French Programs 8:00—The American Cl 


7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Baker'sfield PJ) 
(Comedy) 

8:15—Challenges 
9:10—-NBA: Basketball 
Games 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Cobra (New Series) 
11 JO—Hart To Hart 
12:00—Who's The Boss 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:05—Iris & Ovide and the 

Gang 

2:30—Out of this World 
3:00— Covington Cross 
3:30— Feature Film: Parents 
hood, starring: Ed Begley and 
Jayne Atkinson. 

5:00—News Flash 


Amman cinemas 


i Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

Daylight 

Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): 

First Knight 
Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
Ransom 

Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

The Fan 

Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

Dumb and Dumber 


5 J0—French 
Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Down to Earth 
j 8:00—Discover Maga- 
1 zine (Doc) 

8:30—VRJ, The Vir¬ 
tual Reality 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: 
Illusions, starring Karin 
Valentine and Ben 
Masters 

12:30—Family Matters 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN9AIS 
SAMEDI 

3:00—Dessios amines 
3:30—Emission 
jeunesse 

Fete des b£b£s 
6:00—Slrie poticifcre 
lack 

- -7:00—Le journal-- - 

7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

DIMANCHE 

3:00—Dessins anim& 

3 JO—Documental re 

La France aux (000 

villages 

hire 

6:00—Magazine 

Faut pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Magazine sud 

LUNDI 

3:00—Dessins animes 
3J0—Magazine 
Moniagne 
Femmes de guide 
6:00—Documentaire 

Les touaregs du Niger 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 




• Matilda is an extraordinary girl with deeply stupid parents. The little girl 
stars in the hilarious comedy; “Matilda” 


5:02—Continuation of Film 
5 JO— French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Pacific Station 
8:00—The American Chart ■ 
Show 

8:30—Material World 
9:10—KungFu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Broken 
Promises « starring Cheryl 
Ladd and Polly Draper 
12:00—Tara lata 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:05—Iris & The Muppet 

Show 

2:30—Playabout & 
Flintstones 

3:00—See How They grow 
3:15—French Programs 
4:00—Crystal Maze 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Science and Space 
Encyclopaedia 


Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

3:00—Dessins animes 
3:30—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Serie 

La dame de Monsoreau 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCREDI 

3:00—D BSSl nS anwnftc 
3:30—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Magazine 
UshuaTa 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Magazine sud 

JEUDI 

5:30—Serie policifere 
Navaro 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

A tomes crochus 
Mi miit—Taratata 

VENDREDI 

5:30—Magazine 

Envoys special 
7:00—Le journal 
7:30—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


ORIGINAL Video releases 

■ Stolen Hearts: Romantic Comedy starring Sandra 
Bullock and Denis Leary. The couple steal a 
Matisse painting worth $4 million and spend the 
weekend in a mansion they break into. Good and 
witty dialogue with an interesting plot 

■ Diabolique: Nicole (Sharon Stone) and Mia (Isa¬ 

belle Adjani) are two very different women with 
one thing in common; both are In love with the 
same man who is tormenting their lives. A true 
thriller with many surprises. 1 

■ Fatal Deception; Mrs. Lee Harvey Oswald: The 
shooting of John Kennedy in 1963 stunned the 
world. But for one women, the nightmare was just 
beginning. A simple Russian Woman (Helena Bon¬ 
ham Carter) was forced to come to terms with the 
fact that her husband has murdered the president 
of the LSA/Drama. 

■ Bbwn Away: Jeff Bridges and Tommy Lee Jones 
star in this action packed title. If you think you’ve 
seen special effects, then watch this one for a recon¬ 
sideration. Directed by Stephen Hopkins. 

Also on release: The first five James Bond films 
starring Sean Connery. True collectors' items. 

Coming Soon: The Truth About Cats & Dogs. 

Courtesy: "The Pleasure Dome” 
Tel: 676558 - Fax: 5538087 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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I SinaaaHHaaa 

BBSS muumu am 

5 SS 1 ami 


ACROSS 
1 Tbs two 
S Vatuatote 
vtoSn, briefly 
io Lyre kin 

14 Length times 
width 

15 Santiago^ 
lend 

16 pfreca* 

Kazan 

17 Close by 

18 Varnish 


37 amide/ 64 British school 

porcelain 

40 R yrahaH DOWN 

Sat 1 Court bench 

41 Hama 2 Ooo» 

connection 3 rarer (fcicfc 

42 Amo.-. * Stows 

amat „ companion 

43 Fish basket 5 Clean ^ 

44 Unswed 

S Bvm 

Seiripredou 8 TFSasinto 
s stone 

49 CraeM«*s 


19 —impasse 


29 Fuzz 

30 Sut to — 

32 Forest unit 

33 Competent 

34 Use a 
stopwatch 

35 Break 

36 Bridge 


20 Hat* 


translation 

56 Gunsowd 

57 StopW 


nee 

23 Ruto 

24 Greekpes* 

25 Grindtog 

28 !&■*__ 
£?££*** 
34 Mao— 


58 Sarah — 
Jewett 
58 impulse 
80 Depart 

61 Alocats 

62 Haruspax 

63 Power,« 

an excuse 


9 Disclaim 

10 Name to 

- joumaSsm 

11 Sogers 

12 Ftench rape 

13 Criticize 

21 Saflor 

22 PjdHKHJp 

25 "Three Btind 

26 Smeti 

27 *Whatarer— 
Wants' 

28 Sandbank, 


38 Pointer 

39 Attractive 

43 Large eel 

44 Anger 

45 Lookflxady 

46 Door part 

47 Kitchen 


48 Chenge 

50 tndtoe 

51 Thought 

52 Thatand, 
once 

53 Waste 
alowance 

54 Atop 

55 Hammer 
heed 

56 ■— Staff 


O Savins 



|||W 

i!W 

m 



rnmammSm 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Up: The theme is team¬ 
ing by doing. Expect to make mis¬ 
takes. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Pay 
attention to what you're doing. 
Details nutter. Partnership’s the key. 
Help a creative friend make a ded- 

skra. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Make 
solid plans for the new year with 
your sweetheart Catch up on your 
cooespondence. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
Confusion reigns ai home. Don’t just 
throw money at the problem. Love 
blossoms, but you'll soon have to get 
bode io work. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). 
Neighbors spur you to take action. 
Fix up your place with the help of 
another hard -worker. You may want 
to entertain a very important guest. • 

Leo (July 23-Aug, 22). Focus on 
money so there'll be enough to last 
You might eveu feel inspired to 
make up a budget for the year. Stick 
dose to heme. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your 
instincts are right ou target. Expert 
setbacks and be prepared to deal with 
them- Hit the sales and you'll find 
some real steals. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). Take 
care of old business. You’D be brim¬ 
ming over with new ideas soon. 
Expect complications to develop. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). Your 
friends may drag you off to do wild 
and crazy things. Let them — if it's 
for a good cause. Finish up old 
paperwork. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Everything’s got to be perfect. 
You're the life of the party. You may 
remember a few things you were 
supposed to have done by now. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). This 
is a perfect time for travel, higher 
education and falling in love with 
foreigners. You may meet some¬ 
body who rattles your brain. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feh. 18 ). Past 
due obligations threaten to wipe out 
your savings. Comply with regula¬ 
tions and you could qualify far a loan 
or grant. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You’ll 
be in party mode! Let a more orga¬ 
nized person help you straighten oat 
yonr lne. These days could be expen¬ 
sive. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Reach for the far hori¬ 
zon. Try something so ouiside your 
old routine that it gives you goose 
bumps to think abort a. 

OB96. T»me MoS» Santa* 


Bridge 

Play Or Defend? 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 


East-West vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 K10 9 6 5 4 
<?K ... 

OK J 105 
4 K 7 

WEST EAST 

4 AJ8732 4 Q 
<5782 77 64 

096 0A87432 

4Q65 +AJ4 

SOUTH 
4 Void 

<?AQ J10953 
OQ 

4109832 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
4 Pass Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Ace of 4 
Study the diagram above. Would 
you rather declare or defend four 
hearts after the lead of the ace of 
spades? 

Note that South has a four-heart 
opening bid at any vulnerability. The 
heart suit is a near-certainty to pro¬ 
duce six tricks and the five-card side 
suit should be counted as two tricks. 


East-West should consider them¬ 
selves lucky. With a slightly differ¬ 
ent distribution of their assets, West 
might have ventured four spades 
with dire consequences. 

Suppose you elect to declare, ruff 
the opening lead and play the queen 
of diamonds. East wins the ace and 
exits with a trump, and you will 
eventually have to concede Three 
club tricks unless the defenders err. 

However, that does not mean that 
you should choose to defend. You 
can improve on declarer’s line. 

Ruff (be opening lead, cross to the 
king of hearts and lead (he king of 
spades, intending to discard the 
queen of diamonds. When East 
ruffe, ovecruff and draw the outstand¬ 
ing crumps. Now lead the queen of 
diamonds. If East allows it to bold, 
you play on clubs and lose only three 
nicks in that suit If East wins, the 
defender is trapped in an endplay and 
must give you access io dummy's 
diamonds no matter wbaL 

Even prettier is to ruff the opening 
lead and draw trumps, then exit with 
the queen of diamonds. East is 
caught in the same pickle as before. 

e 1996, m-ibuae Medd Services 


Jumble 


Ihncramble these Conr words, 
letter to each spare, to (ana 
ordinary words. 



Words of 
Wisdom 


lEEsma 


Now arrange the enkd fetters io fora 
the snrprfee answer, a$ suggested by the 

above ortoo*. 


Answer hero: 


nOIAVHaSW—unrarav 
3MHB1 moans vwdoq vtha *®ra»v 


© B96, Trit» Medix Services 


Genius can be found in 
making good use of the 
momenL 

• • • 

Originality is simply a 
matter of letting your own 
talents shine rather than tak¬ 
ing a back seat to others. 

■ • • 

It is better to dp and not 
promise than to promise and 
not do. 

• • • 

There's nothing wrong 
with getting older in body as 
long as you try to get younger 
in mind. 

• mm 

Nothing baffles the devi- 
, is like straightforward 
integrity. 

• • ■ 

One person's failure Is 
anriiher person’s success. 

a 096. Tribune Molia Service* 


TRUE! 


By Daryl Cagle 



Naturalist author Henry David Thoreau lived 
in solitary harmony with nature at his Walden 
Pond cabin, which was 500 yards from the 
railroad tracks connecting Boston and 
Fitchburg, Ma. 


C 1996, Tribune Media Scrvicei 
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La Jordanie au fit des mois 

- i _ f_^ k« Ar*i A C 1 ^ » 



Supple ment en frangais du Star 

Janvier 


Le roi 
Hussein 
a Tel-Aviv 


□ Le 10 janvier. le roi Hussein 
effectual son premier voyage 
officiel fe Tel-Aviv. 

Ce voyage suivait de 
quelques semaines sa premifere 
visite officielle en Israel, a 
I'occasion des funferailles de 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Accueilli i l'aferoport de Tel- 
Aviv par le rabbin Meir Lau (cf 
photo), le roi Hussein a re mis 
aux cfitds de Shimon Peres un 
prix aux chefs des delegations 
de paix des deux pays, 
risradlien Elyakim Rubinstein 
et le Jordanien Fnyez Tawar- 
neh. lore d'une c£r6monie qui 
s'est tteroulfie a Beil Gavriel, 
pits du lac de Tib6riade. 



A /’occasion de la 

de douze dvenements qui ont fait I actual durgyau^ 
hachemite sur le plan national et n 

Mars 

Trois ans de prison pour Schbei 

_ . - 1-=—^-^.rHaniftnS. T mth— ■ . ,u.. »'■■ "■ f 


Fevrier 
La revolution blanche 



□ Le 4 fevrier le roi Hussein choisissail de nommer un nouveau 
u Le 4 levncr. ». i-abaritl U charge cet homme de 

SSiSSwfrss 

lures ei dirigeanis de VEutt -explique le roi Husse.n dans la letrre 
de designation de M.Kabarili. ddnutfis Une 

asSS-sESSSs^; 

lions de ministre des Affaires etrangeres et de hWtat m 

IHSHSr srss it 

^ proSm notammenl de respecter Ip liberty d express,on et 
d'opinion des citoyens jordaniens. 


□ Le chef du syndics! des ing^iiieure.-iordaxito 

.“Sttfej-WSSS- 

Schbeilat est en Jordaniejune <te 
1’opposition. Mauuenu end&enuon, tl aetereew 
duplus puissant syndical professionneL cehn des mg 
nieure. quirai^MKJ^ntaes^ ^ Schbdlat 

av^dScornu la 

dfe lameme aurfe d’une amnestie g&rfrale d&rftde par 

16 Une grace royale qui Iui a & nouveau 6t6 a<xord6e oete 

froccasion de I’anniversaire du roi le 14 novexn- 

bre 1996 C’est d’aiUeurs le roi lui-mSme qui 1 ’^ rrcnd “J^ 
*J3t£ pour le raccompagner en venture chez 

sa mfere. (cf photo) 



Avril 


Un 


avion 
pour Israel 


Mai 

Cinquante annees d’independance 


Juin 

Des liens resserres 


Juittet 


□ La Jordanie et Israel ont 
inaugurfe le 7 avril la premiere 
liaison rtgulifere aerieruie enire 
Amman el Tel-Aviv avec 
ratterrissage d’un appareil civil 
jordanien sur I’afiroport Ben 
Gourion. 

Ce premier vol s'inscnl dans 
le processus de normalisation 
enire les deux pays. La com- 
pagnie afirienne jordanienne 
Royal Wings est chargde 
d’assurer cinq vols hebdoma- 
daires entre les deux wiles. 

Deux jours avant ce vol 
inaugural officiel, un avion is- 
rafilien s'ftait d6j& pose a Am¬ 
man. Un 747 de la compagntc 
El A1 avail en effet detour- 
ne de Tel-Aviv en raison des 
mauvaises conditions m^ieoro- 
logiques. 


□ Le royaume hachemite 
de Jordanie a cdlibrfi le 25 
mai un demi-sifecle d’indfi- 
pendance. 

C’est le 25 mare 1946 
que la Transjordanie a et£ 
reconnue com me un Etat 
indfipendant avec pour sou- 
verain son altesse le prince 
Abdallah (cf photo). Deux 
mois plus tard, le25mai,le 
Conseil legislatif pretait 
serment a *sa majesty le roi 
du Royaume de Jordanie.'- 
Aprfes I'assassinat du roi 
Abdallah en 1951 hlamos- 
qufie A1 Aqsa de Jerusalem, 


son fils falal accfede au 
trone. 

II devra cider le pouvoir 
deux annees plus tard a son 
fils Hussein alors age de 17 
ans pour des raisons de 
sante. 



avec la Syrie 

_ . . i _- i t..... 


^Tsa-.'sase sagaasa 

CdS-ci s'est diroulie en marge shi sommet nSumssant 21 pays 

rencontres. Hafez el Assad sopposant au 

SflSSdS mo^s par’eroi'HuLein centre la Syrie cc«^- 

du sent des explosifs pour commelire da aMnt ag^^md d 

fflaf-'sssTrss r^« 

MttsssrEMESSSS 

phone'de'la situS rfgKV dT lavenir du processxis de paix. 


jerash fete ses 15 ans 

SKSfflssssasssaessg; 



SELON MOI 


L'annee 1996 s'eclipse de nos memoires sans aucun 
regret. Jamais en cinquante armies d'existence 
n'Srtconnu une annie si cafaideuse el si oppre^ante- Une an- 
nie de plus vers I an 2000 qui n'aura malheureusement nenap- 
pris aux Jordaniens. toujours awdes de conquinr le -lime 

sifecle avec une mentalitidu l%me. . ._z__-i w |.i- 

1996. an nee de routes les deceptions. Lami 
qu'on nous a imposi s'est rtveld infidSle. deloyalet sceldrau De 
plus, nous nous sommes soudamement riveillis au bout oe 
seize mois d'amnesie pour decouvrir que les enfants irakiens 
qui mouraieni a quelques pas de chez nous itaient nos 

1996 s'est achevie sans que rien n'ail iti entrepns pour ane- 
nuer la folie des grandeurs qui nous ravage alors que nous nc 
sommes pas capables d'apprendre la discipline ou de condmre 
nos voitures comme des Sires civilisis. 

Les midias officiels sont devenus en 1996 plus ennuyeux et 
plus icceurants que jamais. Les spicialistes des louanges qui se 
moquent iperdument de la Jordanie ont le champ fibre alors 
que la censure contre un vrai patriote comme I'editonahste i a- 
rek Masarweh continue de s'exercer. EUe ne cessera que 
loreque I'on parviendra Ji extraire la Jordanie de son creur. 

L'itroitesse de vision et Vimmaturiti continuent deguider 
nos pensies. Comment expliquer que Ton ait pu dicreter le 
jour de Noil congi scolaire cette annie alors que cette 
joumee avait iti choisie voil& trois ans comme date de dibut 
des ipreuves du bacca la ureal? Comment un esprit moyen peut 
comprendre que I'on dicide de commencer des travaux de ca¬ 
nalisation el crever le bitume pour creuser des tranchies quinze 
jours aprfes avoir termini la refection d’une route? Et comment 
justifier que nos universitis continuent de dilivrer chaque an¬ 
nie des dipl6mes & 1000 nouveaux inginieurs chfimeure alors 
que ce pays compte diji un inginieur pour 113 habitants? 

De nouveaux postiches incamant de fausses valeurs ont ite 
rafistoles en 1996. Mais les amoureux, les fidfeles, les gens di- 
vouis ayant le sens du sacrifice pour leur pairie ne manquent 
pas. Et ils savenl qu'il faudra redoubler de vigilance pour 
l'annie & venir car I'ennemi vireux s'im mi see dans notre so- 
ciiti, ne cessant de vocifdrer sans honte sa volonti- de 
I'aniandr. 

Le Jordanien nerveux. insatisfail et toujours pressi est au- 
jourd'hui miconnaissable. Celui qui ne supportait pas 
d'attendre deux secondes loreque le feu de circulation passrnt 
au vert est desormais prfit k attendre trois heures pour se faire 
servir un hamburger. Merci h Monsieur Mac Donald pour nous 
avoir apporti I'ilixir de la patience, 1'onction de I’indulgence. et 
pour nous avoir aidi ^ dicouvrir que la rigulation de notre 
iquilibre mental se faisait & partir de notre estomac. 

Enfin, 1996 peut etre qualifiee d'annee de l'intolirance: des 
stades de football aux rangs des univereitis, les fractures se 
muUiplient et les haines augmentent dans les cceurs et les cer- 
veaux de la population. Le parlement est devenu un ring de 
catch et un thidlre d'injures, certains esprits ritriris continuant 
de confondre dimagogie et dimocratie. 

Adieu done 1996. Aie la gentillesse de ne pas informer ta 
soeur cadette 1997 de notre malheur et de nos espoirs qui se 
volaiilisenL Laisse-nous. s'il te plait river que cette nouvelle 
annie nous apponera le rem&de miracle qui nous aidera & sortir 
de cette tinibreuse abTme et I fuir ainsi ce cruel destin qui 
s'achame sur nous. ■ 


Aout 

Des emeutes secouent la Jordanie 


Septembre 
Un «role special» a Jerusalem 


□ Le sud de la Jordanie a connu 
les 16 et 17 aout de violentes 
imeutes, notammenl dans les 
villes de Kirak (cf photo) et 
Ma'an. . 

Pendant deux joumees des 
centai nes de manifestants ont 
dffif les forces de 1’ordre, 
brulant de nombreux batiments 
publics. L'origine de ces trou¬ 
bles lient 5 une decision gouver- 
nementaie intervenue quelques 
semaines plus t6t: celle 
d’augmenter le prix du pain de 
250%. 

Cette d&ision. vivement con- 
testie par plus d'un tiers du 
Parlement. s’inscrit dans la poli¬ 
tique d’ajustements structurels 
suivie par la Jordanie pour r£- 
pondre aux entires imposis par 
le Fonds monitaire internatio¬ 
nal. Afin de riduire son deficit 
budgitaire. la Jordanie a en ef- 



□ Les territoires palestiniens ont 
connu les 26 et 27 septembre les 
emeutes les plus meurtiferes de- 
puis 1967. Plus de 80 pereonnes 
sont raortes au coure 
d’affrontements entre poliaers 
israiliens et Palesturiens. 

Le diclencheur de ces vio¬ 
lentes imeutes a iti I’annonce 
par Israel du percement dun 
noirvel accfes au tunnel langeant 
I" Esplanade des mosquies de Je¬ 
rusalem qui abnte notamment le 
Ddrae du roc her, troisifeme lieu 
saint de 1* Islam. 

Pour les Palestiniens, le perce- 
ment de ce tunnel est une provo¬ 
cation qui s’inscrit dans la poli¬ 
tique israilienne visant & nier le 
caract&re arabe de Jinisalem. 
Car sous I’esplanade des Mos¬ 
quies se nouveraienl les vesu- 
ges de temples juifs datant de 
I’fere biblique. Des vestiges qm 

_nn, d an 
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nrak “ ui a ™ p,us,ea,s de " d1 ’ 

plomates en poste obligis de quitter la Jordanie. 


fa seritiment des Arimr***. 

israilo- 

jordaniens d’oetobre 1994. 


Octobre 
Chirac passe par Amman 


□ Depuis quaere ans. la Jordanie n’avait pas requ l^sited un 
prisittent frangais. A 1 ’occasion de sa U>urnie ™ 

I'amenant successivement en Syne, en \sr&l ^^ ns . Chirac 

palestiniens. en Jordanie, au Ubiw puts en Egypte,-ICta* 
kefFectud sa premifere-visite officielle en Jodann. 

24 heures au cours duquel il s’est entretenu & plusieurs repnses 
avec le roi Hussein du processus de paix dans la rtgion^ 
f. profiti de cette drape pour dilivrer un^ure^devamro 
Parlement jordanien sur les rapports entre . 
prechant la tolirance entre les religions et te J 

Jordanie est justement un exemple de tolirance ou 
clochere ont appris & vivre ensemble. 


Novembre 

Weizman rencontre 
le roi Hussein 


Decembre 

Les-relations avec 
l’lrak se rechauffent 


Q Le president isradlien Ezer Weizman s’est rendu le 6 novembre 
i Amman pour rcneonlrw le roi Husscml m ^ io _ 

Cette premifere visite offitaelie ou cnei ac i nrfc :H«ni israi- 
tervenue quelques semaines seulement aprfes que le 


□ La visite fe Amman le 6 dficembre du chef de la —r--—- 
kienne, Mohammed Stfd ai-Sahaf, tdmoigne d’un rdchauf—-r- 
des relations entre la Jordanie et 1’Itak aprfes une annie patticu- 
Uferement tenduc. 


Souhafi A1 Sweis 


La redaction 



vaeux d ses lecteurs 

pour Vann6e 1997- 



qu’il restait connani quani»«r a! lo Question 
mnitoutefoiscertaines lenteursou ngidilis&propos^de aques 

d'Hibron. * rapped* Abou Anrnar 

* -■> rLl an pea plus de 

TSn a ini saind ie, pnses.de jA,^ 
railien qui visent fe aider la consol.dauon de la pmx 
la Jordarue afin de priparer -un fiuur meiUeur pour les deux pe 

pies.* 
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Cinema 

Ddbntdu cycle mnsacrdM'adeur PhilippeNoiret 
E™ p de tSd«rn, le 6 janvier k Mh30 au Centre culturel 

frangais._ 1 
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vertu de la resoiunon uoo ae 1 wuu uiws «p£trole contre noumturc* 
qui autorise Bagdad & vendre pour une valeur de deux milliards 
dollars de pfetrole chaque semestre pour financer des achats de vi- 

vres et de medicaments. - ’ . 

L’importation de ces produils fe destination de I Irak rtevrait se 
faire fe partir du port d’Aqaba, comme c’fetait le cas poor la plupart 
des importations irakiennes avant le dfebut de l’embargo interna¬ 
tional 6&a6x£ aprfes la guerre du GoLfe. 

Les fchang&g n’oni cependant jamais rdellement cesse entre les 
deux pays, la Jordanie fetant autori«6c par I’Onu depuis aoftt J990 fe 
importer 70.000 barils de pfetrole par jour. Cette. dfirogation fe 
Tembargo avait fetfe ddcidde afin de pendente fe. rirak de reinbour- 
ser sa dette auprfes de la Jordanie. D£but 1996, la Jordanie avait 
d’aiUeurs dfecidfe de riduire le montant du protocole financier avec 
Bagdad de 400 fe 220 millions de dollars. EUe avait justififi cette 
decision par l’accumulalion de Ja dette irakienne qui a attmnt 1,2 
milliard de dollars. 

Depuis la guerre du Golfe et le soutien de la Jordanie fe I* Irak, les 
relations se sont nettement dfegradfees entre les deux pays. , i 

Celles-ci avaient notamment afiectfies par la dfefectiosjni 
Jordanie en aoflt 1995 de deux geodres du president irakien Sad¬ 
dam Hussein, qui ont 6t£ assassin^ lors de leur retour volontaire & 

D4<wiosf lit mnic nine tnrri 
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..Royal Cultural Centre... 

American Centre Library _ 

British Council. 

fiench Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute__ 

Cervantes Institute (St»nishr 

Turkish Cultural Centre.. 

Haya Arts Centre. 

Y.W.C.A_ 

Y.WJU A.ZZZZZ 

Darai al Funun .. 

Alia An Gallery __ 

BaJadna An Gallery ZZ.7Z 
Nabil Al Mashini ThenTe ....... 

NaWl ft Hisham's TheatrcZ. 


661026/7 
820101 
36147/8 
637009 
641993 
6108S8 
639777 
665195 
641793 
664251 
643252 
639303 
657132 
675571 
625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plaza Cinema—.„. 409238 

Pluuddphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Oubs 

Al Hussein Sports Oty....667181/5 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club ............. 815410 

Royal Shooting Club_736572 

■ Royal Chess Club_673713 

Royal Racing Club. 09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club__ 676990 

Amman Mun. Library..636111 

Univ. of Jordan Libraiy.843555 

R.S.C.N. 837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


■■■ V ~ i” ■--'-'•it"'-" v -~P ' ''^'3 »• 
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jooU your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
o* 5AS6WA v r Bldg. 65HNANA Center - Jabal Alhussicr. £» DOWNTOWN call 6B03S7 


The Prime Ministry.—.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture...........- 686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs_.... 666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman_636391 

Education ft Higher Education — 669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance ...- 636321 

Foreign Affairs- 644361 

Industry & Trade .- 663191 

Information._....641467 

Interior Ministry....'...6631 i I 

Justice. 663101 


Labour---- 

Municipalities ft Environment_ 

Parliamentary Affairs_ 

Planning __ ..... 

Post & Communications_..... 

Public Health ...........- 

Public Works & Housing.. 

Social Development_....... 

Supplies__—-- 

Tourism ft Antiquities.. 

Transport...... 

Water ft Irrigation___ 

Youth f University____ 


.698186 
.641393 
.641211 
.644466 
. 624301 

.665131 
..668481 
. 673191 
.602121 
.642311 
641461 
.680100 
.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian-641271/2 

Australian. .673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahrain*.—.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

BeJgian.. 675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian —.. 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek.. 671331/2 

Hungarian..815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian.. 828911 

Iraqi........ 639331 

Italian-638185 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Nelheriands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean ..666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

Omani... 686155 

Pakistani... 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China ..666139 

Philippines. 645161 

Polish..... 637153 

Qatari..682666 

Romanian .. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian_814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.....861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean.660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish..614166/9 

Sudanese. . 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian.. 641076 

Taiwan....... 671530 

Tunisian__ 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.B. . .643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Slates... 820101 

Yemen _'642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA_.694351/8 

ICRC___688645 

UNDP/WFP _ 668171/7 

UNRWA.. 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO.... 606559 


I Ai rlines 

Adria Airways_... 667029 

Aeroflot. 641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada_ 630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India ....688301/2 

Air Lanka . 682140 

Alitalia..625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653C01 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings. 894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines...665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways _828801 

Cathay Pacific.__628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air..653613 

Hungarian Airlines_ 622275 

Iberia-637827/644036 

Iran Air.. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines__643831/2 

Lufthansa..601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.. 636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines ...625981 

Qantas...862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.. 676J 77 

Sudan Airlines_..... 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air... 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir...— 694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways ..637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines.659102 

Yemenis Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.... (081 53200 
RJ Flight Info.....(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 

Al-Cazar 314131 

Aqaba...314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1. 316250 

Coral Beach...313521 

Holiday lufl. 312426 

Miramar. 314340 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police. 787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

AJ-AhJi. Abdali.664164/6, 

Al-Bashtr. Ashrafich....775111/26 

AI-Muashcr Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891611/(5 

Hussein Medical Centre.. 813813 

Italian-AI-Muhajrccn.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Maihas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge I 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge . 

Free Home Delivery 




■ffl: Coi'rxfort 
tj^Sss. Hotel Suites 
A Luxuryjrel 
A Comfort • - 

Service 1 " 

. Location 

In the <?; of : 
Sweifvieh *! 
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Ammon 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


JJ, 

vm/v * 

i' l&v/ . 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


> -*i i* S'A - A\. KiJ . 

iref u* tfanJle if- 






CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 

t. : Zi — 

Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence tor 
Expatriates and Businessmen 
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Fully ServrodSurtes 

A/C In Grand 


jpsr 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal ” 
“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
no\ : . a Pizza " 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 



Beauty Institute 

O Facie:is 

O Body <kin treatcwiU 
O Make-up 

■O European manicure* <i 
pudicurcs 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 



Many Villas ft Apartemenis 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rem & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun, Almouhiaseb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 





We save you more 






To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 
652-380 


■BT- ■ VV. 


Cafe Restaurant 


Different 






NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH ft DINNER 


The first & best 
Chinese Restnrant 


1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * * 


Your first choice In Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03)318246 
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*Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Dammg 
*Engraving 


Safe wav-Tel: 6S5311 


ntGtmetFaikr Syjn JCffl-hJANARD BE.R N D R E Rfi E R /k. 
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Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947& 821656 


BIG SIZES UVJUIU I 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca SL Phone: 821656 & 814714 


carriage carriage 





CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


“bfeam WasfiAJ-TalSL 

Jfe. Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 


CARRIAGE 


carriage • RentaCar carriage carriage 


r .rX2- > '<i Z Vp$~ st) f- ■ ^ p ^ 

we <^eR- C ^ 

v Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check 

❖ Auiomatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance. ==:•*-■ 

❖OilChange . z.-.: u:-. 

Wasfi AI-Tal St Teh 685454 Fax: 682525 X 




Not du “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 




The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


A^^tmeisani, Near Ala Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg : Tel.: 698005 
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; with your, view ^ 
We arid our readeri 
want to know^thei " 


A comic look at the coming year of computing: 

What to expect in 1997 


Arabia.On.Line establishes associations with local services: 

Sharing the experience, by country 


Th£ 




Star Staff Writer 


IN TRUE New Year spirit, 
here are some things to look 
out for in 1997. The analysis 
below represents an exten¬ 
sive, long study conducted on 
my part which, coincidentally 
produced humorous results. 

You will find some scoops 
and exclusive news; The 
names of my sources are not 
to be revealed {unless of 
course under extreme torture 
and upon offering me a brand 
new PentiumPro system 
free). 


users will continue to be 
spoiled by superior services, 
manifesting in late maintenance 
calls and the lack of spare parts, 
which have to be ordered from 
ten thousand miles abroad. 


The Government contin¬ 
ues to claim that computers 
are ‘ minima lly taxed 7 : 



Netscape, however you can 
expect a massive .Microsoft 
attack on anything and anyone 
who does not give in. Jn other 
words, you’ll be watching the 
world through "Gates' 
Windows’. 


SINCE ITS establishment, Ara- 
bia.On.Line has sought to be 
the definitive and most 
comprehensive source on —■ 
Arab and Islamic infer- lii 
mation on the Iniemet. 

With Lhc phenomenally ** 

fast pace of growth that ^ 

Arabia.On.Line has been 
witnessing since the be- On 
ginning of this year, the 
team behind the service p a 
realized that there was a 
need 10 keep up with the Q 3 
growing needs of Afa- 
bia.On.Line users in dif- 
ferent countries of the re- ^ 
gion. Accordingly. 
Arabia.On.Line is initial- Sy 
ing the establishment of 
sub-services, each in a * a 
different Arab country, in — 
the aim to form the ‘lo¬ 
cal' building blocks of infor¬ 
mation and services that will 
merge together in Ara¬ 
bia.On.Line. 

“Already we have begun 
working with full affiliates in 
Oman, the United Arab Btni- 


have content-providing cooper¬ 
ation agreements with bodies 


Libya-onJira 


M o r occo, on. u,ig 


Mauritania-on. line 




Oman.on.iine 


Palestine-on-Diw 


Qatar.on.imc 




Saofi.cn. line 


Sudan.on.Hnc 


Sjru.on.finc 


Turasia.cn. tina 


in Egypt. Lebanon and other 
Arab"countries" said Mr Ma- 
jied Qasem. director at Ara¬ 
bia.On.Line. 

•'Arabia.On.Line offers its 
associates a fell range of ser¬ 
vices to give them a kick-start. 
We will set up the service, pro¬ 


vide content and even provide 
marketing services," said Mr 
Khaldoon Tabaza, Publish- 
—j er at Arabia-Online. A re¬ 
cent shining example of 
this fell cooperation is Emi- 
raies.ON.Iine, a service 
set-up by the initiative of 
the UAE entrepreneurs, 
who chose to work with 
Arabia.On.line to benefit 
from its comprehensive ser¬ 
vices. 

"We want our associates 
across the Arab world to 
have their services up and 
going as soon as possible. 
WE are pleased to be work¬ 
ing wife people who share 
our vision of an exciting 
. age of information," added 
Mr Tabaza. 

“Each in its own country, our 
associates will resemble Ara¬ 
bia. Oakine's probes in local 
markets, ensuring Ara¬ 
bia.On.Line achieves credible 
(ocai coverage in addition to 
maintaining its pan-Arab char¬ 
acter," concluded Mr Qasem. ■ 


NASSER j_ 


Soft expenses? 
Perhaps not 


ITS.QUITE interesting- to think ^ ^ v 

new system. M the time, you. had to ^nd thous^isor 
dollars on a system that only offers^ fracbonofthe prx _ ^ 

formance we receive today. In those days, the maj r - ■ 
investment was made in the computerhardw^e- 
As tune went by, the international : 

witnessed a shift, which .s showng ila effeetson _■. 

die Eastern market nowadays. That is, fee shirt . .. 

software being the major investment made by r jl. ] 

rather than hardware. . . ^ " 

As we. Arab users, enter fee software ' a 2‘.. 

many issues we need, to tackle; the most - important of 
S “whether or not the telativnly low ievc.s^. * 


. Isra« 


wmcti IS wneuier or «oi u.w , 

income in our part of fee world can accommodate the. . : 

ing expenses P of software. Software publishers _arC" 
demanding relatively high prices for T? 

of commomy-msed packages. In some cases . 

daJized software. like engineering and databasing, fee . 


Intel produce the Hex- 
ium-Flexium fP6 with 
muscles): 


Ideal Map, many useful features in a nutshell 


ciataed software, like engineering ana 

costs are ridiculously high when compared to the hard-^r : ^ 


costs axe ndic 
ware expenses 


Into 1997. we can expect 

to enioy yet another year of Gates: Remains unchauengea m 

_-.c___._ e wan m Auu. 


in order to make sure that 
computer users, for another 
year, maintain fee practice of 
hurling last year’s PC out of 
fee window, Intel will intro¬ 
duce its latest microprocessor 
that doubles fee power availa¬ 
ble to you but still can’t run 
the latest version of Doom at 
a reasonable speed. 

Naturally, all those who 
bought PentiumPro systems a 
few days before fee Hexium- 


paying 35 percent on top of 1997, as ‘Sheikh of Amine software ’ Flexium arrives will get heart 


the regular prices of personal 
computer hardware. Naturally, 
fee Government will state, 
once again, that computers are 
‘minimally taxed" inotc: most 
of the difference in price we 
users pay is due to the massive 
number of additional fees. 
However, you will be content 
to know feat buying a personal 
computer has somehow fended 
higher education in Jordan!). 


The Jordanian computer 
community complains even 
more about their dissatisfac¬ 
tion with computer shows: 


attacks, when they find out 
feat their computers have just 
lost 40% of their value. Once 
again. Intel proves to everyone 
that it rules the computer world 
and disregards our health and 
financial situation. 


IDEAL MAP. a unique product 
from Jordon-based software 
house IdealSoft. offers an array 
of useful information not pro¬ 
vided by other Arabic applica¬ 
tions for Windows. 

U gives you information on 
time in any point in the world 
and its relation to GMT. Also, 
ideal Map calculates distances 
and directions between any two 
cities on the map and converts 
Hijri to Gregorian dates and 
vice versa instantly. Above all. 
it calculates and prints times as 
well as sunrise time and Mecca 
direction for all fee days in the 


year front any location in fee 
world. 

One of the more distin¬ 
guished features of Ideal Map 
is fee capability to call for 
prayer t Afeam five limes a day. 
Your computer speaker actually 
produces a prayer call, feat 
adds a wonderfully Islamic feel 
to your office environment. 

All in all. Idea1 Map is an 
impressive little product, 
packed wife features. At it’s 
asking a price of JD 10 for fee 
latest version for Windows, it’s 
a reasonable purchase. For 
more information on Ideal 


... 


Now, consider fee typical situation of a home pser, wife. ■>- 
saves up JD 1,200 with extreme difficulty, tn order_to p mr -... , 
chase a PC. Just imagine what his/her life would beTike,. . .. 
having to save maybe another JD 2,000 tobuy a softwapej; • : 
Wife aggressive enforcement of intellectual property . 







The year win witness muui wwy - 

fee Jordanian market for the implementation of copyngra--». -.. 
laws. You can expect to see more and more-shops, ^pOr^l r. 
cially those in the so-called Silicon Valley of Jordan, 


Map. contact IdealSoft on tele¬ 
phone 688123. ■ 


Nokia and Ericsson finally 
crack the PDA market: 


More companies will offer 
‘complete solutions & the 
best services’: 


For another year, every sin¬ 
gle computer company in Jor¬ 
dan will be able to offer you 
’complete solutions', even if it 
only has two members of staff 
and neither are computer engi¬ 
neers or specialists. Naturally, 
as was fee case in 1996, you 
will discover who the compa¬ 
nies that offer ‘more complete 
solutions' than others are. 

As far as ‘top quality ser¬ 
vice' is involved. Jordanian 


Once again, the Middle East 
Technology Show (METS) 97 
will be visited by over 15.000 
people, and participating com¬ 
puter companies will complain. 
The standard line of ‘we don’t 
believe in local computer 
shows' will continue to be 
heard. Nevertheless, they all 
sign up for it the next year. 


Apple, will lose more mar¬ 
ket share, and Mac users will 
feel even more weird: 


Bill Gates, Microsoft’s 
boss, gets even lichen 


Microsoft continues its quest 
for world domination and fee 
Middle East does its share in 
supporting Bill Gates’ master 
plan, by continuing to gobble 
up Microsoft Arabic Windows 
products. 

Slight snags in Gates' plans 
may include companies like 


In keeping with its success¬ 
ful tradition of losing market 
share and alienating Mac enthu¬ 
siasts. Apple will make sure 
that nothing it does allows the 
Macintosh to 

progress as a serf- - 

ous~ standard. After 

all. why break a tra- . ^ 

dition of being fee 

■ less used stan- 

dard'? Harsh you ra 

may think? Say that 

to an Arabic Mac- 

intosh user still J| 

waiting for office jM ipK 

applications he can 

actually use. 


Proving that computer com¬ 
panies don't know much about 
Personal Digital Assistants, and 
feat it takes computer and elec¬ 
tronics companies five years to 
do what cellular phone compa¬ 
nies can do in six months: 
Nokia and Ericsson create fee 
standard for Personal Digital 
Assistants l PDAs), which even 


'come wife a mobile phone on 
top. Apple. Sharp and Psion 
look for hand-sets to go with 
their systems. 


This writer is fired from 
the Workstation page: 








It was a natural step for the 
Editor-In-Chief to decide feat 
this article resembled poor jour¬ 
nalism. though rich in humor. 
Accordingly, fee next computer 
1 will be working on is a laptop 
begging for power, out in fee 
cold. on one of Amman's 
lonely streets. 

It's the price of telling fee 
truth about the upside-down 
state of the comnurer industry. 
especially in Jordan. 

Well, see you all at fee Urn 
r IXhaina traffic lights next year, 
i. Promise to tip me. 



dens Street in West Amman, drop their piracy operations ^ 
to focus on original software packages and computed.* 
accessories. For these shops, it’s the logical move ro : , 
lessen their dependence on pirated software, in order not-? 
to face overnight business bankruptcy once fee intellectual:« 
property rights law is enacted. . ■■ 

In any case, once again, we sound a serious call to fee- ^ 
software publishers to provide special pricing policies to* 
fee Middle East markets, and to work out arrangements by ? 
which the difference in prices between an original piece . 




copy of AutoCAD costs over $2,000. A pirate copy, on ; 
CD-ROM. costs as little as JD 16. However, when .it.,... 
comes to mainstream office applications produced by. 
Microsoft, Lotus and Netscape, it is a more attainable con-~ - 
cepL Rather than sell Microsoft Word at JD 50, why .not . 
offer it at JD 30, cutting out some of the unnecessary doc¬ 
umentation and packaging. In fact, Microsoft can even •/. 
provide cut-down versions of software to Arab markets. ■ 
which will not use fee many features incorporated into. fee;. 


X:.. -: I'- • 


Zeid-Nasser@NETS.COMJO 


more humble edition of fee package, at a humble price.. 

This situation might make way for smaller, less known -, 
software publishers to provide the basic word processing,-- 
databasing and design features required by single users.; x r -.; 

A pessimistic friend of mine put it in his own words by 
saying. “It is a scary prospect to imagine ourselves staring , 
into empty monitors.” i wouldn't go feat far. but it^s time ' 


1 prr.re 


’■■t'-CT. 

Y>. 


piracy steps to work in fee Arab World, we need reason- >; >■ 
ably priced software. • '] : 

It’s more than just a request made by a few computer :■ 
users; it’s a national requirement, to guarantee continued ; 
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It is all about heart as shown by sportsmen 
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By Mark Herrmann 

LA Times-Washinglan Post 
News Service 


THE MOST compelling figure in sports 
this year did not win a championship, 
accept an award, set a record or earn a 
medal. He hasn't played in a game since 
1963. and atfee key moment of his season, 
he wasn’t even in the stadium. Yet Frank 
Torre was front and center in 1996, when 
fee big stories did not come from any final 
score. They came straight from the heart 
When Yankees manager Joe Torre raised 
the World Series trophy—fulfilling a life¬ 
long wail—a day after his older brother 
received a heart transplant, it proved sports 
still can hit you right there, in your 
feelings. 

Hearts were touched when Dwight 
Gooden bounced off the mound wife a no- 
hitter, when David Cone shook off fears 
for his career and nearly did the same. 
Hearts were won when gymnast Kerri 
Strug made a perfect landing on a sprained 
ankle, Muhammad All lit fee Olympic 
c torch wife a trembling hand and Carl 
Lewis tot* one last long jump in fee Sum¬ 
mer Games and leaped into history. 

Michael Jordan, the No. I athlete in 
America's heart, reinforced his standing by 
gracefully winning another championship 
wife the Chicago Bulls, then making a 
movie wife Bugs Bunny (a more sedate 
co-star than Dennis Rodman), h was not 
just Tiger Woods' golf swing feat made 


him captivating before he turned pro and 
became an instant success. He appealed to 
something deep inside. 

Heartache had its day at a tournament 
Greg Norman wanted desperately to win. it 
seemed he had it wrapped up, until he blew 
a six-stroke lead on the final 18 holes. Nick 
Faldo got fee green jacket, Norman got the 
public’s attention. 

Evander Holyfield, two years after cardi¬ 
ologists had ordered him to quit boxing, he 
beat Mike Tyson for the World Boxing 
Association heavyweight title. 

“I told them there was nothing wrong 
with my heart. There was something I had 
to do,” Holyfield said at the time. 

They preferred miles and miles and 
miles of heart, judging from Strug’s instant 
celebrity status and from the adulation feat 
followed fee Yankees on their ticker-tape 
parade. 

“Deep down inside, people want to feel 
good,” said Don McPherson, the former 
Syracuse quarterback who now is an exec¬ 
utive at the Northeastern University's Cen¬ 
ter for the Study of Sport in Soaety. “I 
think people genuinely want to believe that 
heroes do exist and feat they’re not 
tainted.” 

People liked their heroes to be human in 
*96. Witness the supportive cards and 
cheers Norman says he received after 
Augusta. Witness fee electricity that 
greeted Magic Johnson at his brief come¬ 
back wife the Los Angeles Lakers after 
four years of retirement. 








The Brooklyn-born Torre had just about 
given up on ever reaching fee World 
Series, recognizing feat no one had played 
and managed longer without getting there. 
He maintained perspective and dignity 
every day, including fee one on which he 
was summoned from the dugout in Cleve¬ 
land and told that his “healthy” brother, 
Rocco. died of a heart 
attack. Days were long 
as Frank waited 10 
weeks in a New York 
hospital for a new heart. 
Frank got his new 
chance as the Yankees 
came home from a dra¬ 
matic three-game 
sweep in Atlanta. “All 
of a sudden, your 
brother gets a heart.” 
Joe said the day of the 
operation. “(The World 
Series is) still impor¬ 
tant. but It’s not life and 
death.” 

A night later, he was 
teary-eyed from more 
than the spray of cham¬ 
pagne. He and his 
players reminisced 
about Gooden's and 
Darryl Strawberry's 
return from oblivion. 
Cone’s comeback from 
an aneurysm, Jimmy 
Keys recovery from 
shoulder surgery. Ber- 
nie Williams' strength 
during -and after his 
son's alarming illness, 
the club's comeback 


from a 6-0 deficit in Game 4, Frank’s call 
from fee hospital requesting six tickets for 
Game 6. 

Events broke so well for the Yankees 
feat some said Destiny was in their dugout. 
But that wasn’t right. Destiny didn't do all 
fee clutch pitching and hitting. Nor did 
Destiny reach over fee fence and alter the 
course of fee first American League Cham¬ 
pionship Series game. Jeffrey Maier, a 12- 
year-old from New Jersey, did feat. Ulti¬ 
mately, a season feat began amid snow¬ 
flakes at fee home opener ended amid a 
blizzard of computer paper in the Canyon 
of Heroes. It was New York’s hearty 
embrace. 

Fans of other baseball teams had reason 
to celebrate in November, as players and 
owners finally reached an agreement that 
offered labor peace for fee first time in 
four years and in-season interieague play 
for fee first time ever. 

This also was fee first year in which the 
world and World Series visited the same 
city, what wife fee Summer Olympics 
arriving in Atlanta three months before the 
Yankees did. The 100th anniversary 
Games were shaken and forever scarred by 
a bomb that killed one person and injured 
more than 100 others. One report the fol¬ 
lowing day said Centennial Olympic Park 
had been fee heart of fee Atlanta Games, 
and now that was broken. 

As authorities stumbled for answers and 
made a national figure of suspect Richard 
Jewell, whom they would later exonerate, 
the Olympics kept going. Michael Johnson 
kept going faster than anyone who raced 
him, becoming the first man to win bofe 
fee 200-and 400-meter events and shatter¬ 
ing fee world record in the 200- 


Spectetors and viewers seemed to open 
their hearts, or at least their eyes, to 
women Olympians in a new way. There 
was a new enthusiasm and interest in Strug 
and her gold-medal gymnastics teammates 
as well as fee US women’s soccer, .softball 
and basketball teams . American swimmer 
Amy Van Dyken landed on a Wheaties 
box after having won four gold medals. 
France’s Mari e-Jose Perec matched John¬ 
son by winning the rare200-and 400-meter 
quinclla. 

Lewis reprised his role as King Cad, an 
American favorite, when he won the long 
jump for fee fourth straight Olympics, 

For fee second year in a row, Steffi Graf 
withstood the cloud of her father's tax- 
evasion prison sentence to win three Grand 
Siam events and strengthen her right to be 
called fee greatest women's tennis player 
ever. 

Pete Sampras mourned fee death of his 
mentor and friend Tim Gutlikson. then 
showed what kind of competitor Gullikson 
helped create. Visibly nauseated on fee 
court and barely able to stand, he won an 
excruciating fifth-set quarterfinal tie¬ 
breaker over Alex Corretja on his way to 
fee US Open championship. It evoked 
what Jim Courier had said of Sampras at 
the French Open: “You know he’s tired, 
but it doesn’t really matter because he’s 
got great heart" 

There were times in 19% when sports 


carried a heavy heart The year present^d^T 
reminders of how fragile a sporting life can. 
be. Hakeem Olajuwon, arguably fee sec¬ 
ond-best player in basketball, twice had io 
leave fee Houston Rockets' lineup because . 
of an irregular heartbeat Dodgep Manager 
Tom Lasorda was forced to retire because 
of a heart attack. National League umpire 
John McSherry died of a heart attack tie . 
suffered on the field on opening day b / 
Cincinnati. 

Heartless was the way sports seemed 
sometimes. Passions sometimes ran off fee _ 
track. The most celebrated case involved 
Baltimore Orioles second baseman 
Roberto Alomar, who spat in the face of 
umpire John Hirschbeck and compounded • 
the offense by making a reference to fee 
umpire's psyche since the death of his 
young son. ■; . 

A dispute between drivers and organiz¬ 
ers resulted in a diminished Indianapolis 
500 and a rival race feat had big names 
no heritage. Baseball finally saved Marg® ( 
Schott from herself by kicking ber cniL Sh& _ 
no longer speaks as Reds owner if she juts 
her foot in her mouth as she did in 1996 , 
praising Hitler’s origins and considering 
McSberry’s death a personal inconven¬ 
ience: “Snow this morning, and now thisjf- -. 

In tiie end. though, fee best stories wot 
those of sports figures who had held faim • . 
for years. As Thackeray wrote more than* 
century ago, “to keep heart when, all ha 1 ®? 
lost it,” is the measure of greatness. ■ : > 
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